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Night of Decision ($2.75), by 
Dorothy Fremont Grant, a novel of 
colonial New York, together with 
A Testimonial to Grace ($1.50), by 
Avery Dulles, comprise the Octo- 
ber Dual Selection of the new 
Thomas More Book Club. 

Member’s price, for both books, 
$2.85. 

w * * 


Newly Arrived 


The Epistles and Gospels for 
Sundays and Holy Days 
by Ronald Knox ($2.50) 


The popular Knox translation, plus 
commentary that is partly apologia 
for translation, partly exegesis of 
Biblical text. 


The Roman Martyrology 

tr. Raphael Collins ($4) 
Complete list, with brief, vivid de- 
scription, of all saints and martyrs 
whose intercession is invoked in 
Masses of the sanctoral cycle of 
Church year. For all who live the 
liturgical life to the hilt. 


Paradise Hunters 

by William Kane, S.J. ($3) 
Generalized survey of all the forms 
of unhappiness the flesh has be- 
come heir to since the sin of Adam 
and Eve, and how man can outwit 
them by sanctifying his daily life. 
Definitely readable, undoubtedly 
helpful. 


Perennial Philosophers 
by Arthur H. Ryan (85c) 


Philosophy without tears—in these 
amiable scripts from Radio Eireann 
on the great thinkers contributing 
to the Catholic philosophia peren- 
nis; for the man-in-the-street. 


By Cross and Anchor 

by James K. Jamison ($2.50) 
Narrative approach to story of 
Frederic Baraga, first bishop of 
Marquette, during his missionary 
period, by a non-Catholic. Inter- 
esting Indian materials, but some- 
what weak in dramatic values. 


a Teaching of Religion 
ol. Il 
by A. N. Fuerst ($5) 
Explores backgrounds and meth- 
ods for most fruitful spiritual in- 
struction. Richly annotated; inval- 
uable for teachers, catechists. 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


The Remembered Face of Ireland 
by Josephine Hunt Raymond ($2.50) 
Lyrical, intensely felt, verses apos- 
trophizing Ireland. Intro. by Leo 

R. Ward, C.S.C. 


* * * 


Back in Print 


Morals and Marriage 
by T. G. Wayne (pseud.) ($1.75) 
Practical, forthright, eloquent treat- 
ment of Catholic position on sex. 


Saint Catherine of Siena 
by Johannes Jorgensen ($3.50) 
Noble biography by Danish con- 
vert—only available definite study 
of one of the greatest of all women 
after Mary. 
Christian Perfection and 
Contemplation 
by Reginald Garrigou-Lagrange, O.P. 
($3.50) 
Standard, fundamental treatise on 
sanctity for all who would follow 
Christ’s injunction, “Be ye per- 
Mies.” 
Of His Fullness 
by Gerald Vann, O.P. ($2.10) 
Survey of man’s spiritual deordina- 
tion and how he is re-ordered in 


the Sacraments and Gifts of the 
Holy Ghost. Considered Vann’s 


masterpiece by many. 
* * * 


On the Way 


A Testimonial to Grace 
by Avery Dulles (S & W, $1.50) 
Philosophical backgrounds of a 
conversion. 
Collected Poems 
by Theodore Maynard (Mac, $3.50) 
Keeper of the Keys 
by Thomas McDermott (Bruce, $2.50) 
Informative biography of Pope 
Pius XII, studied against the 
chiaroscuro of contemporary con- 
flict. 
Green Grass of Wyoming 
by Mary O’Hara (Lippincott, $2.75) 
Sequel to My Friend Flicka and 
Thunderhead. 
Joy 
by Georges Bernanos (Pantheon, $2.50) 
New novel by author of Diary of 
a Country Priest. 


September, 1 F 


The Divine Right of Capital 
by C. E. Ayres (H M, $3) 
Thoughtful, candid study of a cop. 
troversial issue. 
St. Catherine of Genoa 
by Charlotte Balfour (S & W, $2) 


Biographical study, plus the Saints 
treatise on Purgatory. 


Less Than the Angels 
by Roger B. Dooley (Bruce, $2.50) 
First novel, with German-Americap 
middle-class family background, 


The Book of Job 
by Edward Kissane (S & W, $4) 
Erudite findings, historical anj 
exegetical, of interest to Scriptur 
scholars. 
An Infinity of Questions 
by C. J. Eustace (LG, $3) 
Convert apologist examines rek 
tion of art and spirituality in fiy 
character studies. 
Gods and Heroes 
by Gustav Schwab (Pantheon, $6) 
From Prometheus to Ulysses, clas 
sic myths recounted attractive) 
for adults and high school youth 
Handsome illustrations, _ brilliant 
introduction by Werner Jaege 
eminent classicist. 


Essays in Reconstruction 
ed. Dom Ralph Rus 
(S & W, $2.5 
Essays in several fields of conte 
porary activity, by five Engl 
Benedictines, four laymen. 
The Voice of a Priest 
by Edward J. Leen, CSS! 
(S & W,$ 
Conferences mainly for Religi¢ 
by great spiritual writer, rece 
deceased. 
Keepers of the Eucharist __ 
by Msgr. William Schag 
(Bruce, $23 


| 


Chapters on priestly perfectiaigy™ 


from Emmanuel. 


The Amazing Electron 
by James I. Shannon, S.J. (Brue 

Science for the layman. 4 

Speaking of Angels . 

by David McAstocket, 

(Bruce, 

Helpful treatise, in lay lange 

on this sometimes nebulous 4 
trine. E | 


’ 
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The Abbé Edgeworth 
by M. V. Woodgate (L G, $2.50) 
More exciting than fiction — this 
account of Louis XVI’s confessor. 


§3) 


COn- 


$2) @ Renaissance in the North 


int’s by W. Gore-Allen (S & W, $2.50) 
Studies in literature from Ibsen 
to Undset. 

50) 


The Criticism of Experience 

a by D. J. B. Hawkins (S & W, $2) 

Evaluation of theories of knowl- 
edge tested in the light of St. 

» ¥) Thomas. Exciting for the philoso- 

and phers. 


es: “Four Quartets” Rehearsed 


by Raymond Preston (S & W, $1) 
, $3) Illuminating essays on Eliot’s lat- 
: est, most difficult poetry. 





Europe’s Lost Treasures 
ed. Henry LaFarge (Pantheon, $5) 
Photographs and descriptions of 
the most significant European 
buildings destroyed in the late war. 


* * * 










Writing Fellowships 


The brand-new Chicago publishing 
house of Pellegrini & Cudahy has an- 
nounced three awards to be offered to 
young writers who have manuscripts 
Wg Wder production but need financial as- 
sistance to complete them. 


Principal stipulations are that the 
wtiter be under 36, either a resident of 
the Middle West or working in Mid- 
um "siern materials, and that he submit 
giommewith his application at least 20,000 
words of continuous text from the MS. 
Competition closes March 31, 1947. 
Awards are worth $2,100.00 each, to 
t disbursed in twelve monthly instal- 
ats and considered as an advance 
against royalties. 

Pellegrini & Cudahy is scheduling for 
publica tion books of general interest 
td high quality. Though not set up 
ciically as a Catholic firm, both of- 
“als are Catholic, and they plan to 
all possible consideration to prod- 
M8 with Catholic spirit or background 
“t such works are otherwise not in- 
© to secular MSS. 
For information about the fellow- 
; address publishers at 75 East 
tt Drive, Chicago 1. 






























BOOKS ON TRIAL 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


Published eight times a year: monthly, Febru- 
ary, March, April, September; Bi-monthly, 
October-November, December-January, May- 
June and July-August, and Copyrighted by 
the THomas More Lisrary AND Boox SxHop, 
an Illinois “not for profit” corporation, 220 
W. Madison St., Chicago 6, Illinois. Sub- 
scription price $3.00 per year,-in advance, 40c 
per copy. Entered as second class matter 
December 11, 1942 at the post office at Chicago, 
Illinois, under the Act of March 3, 1879. 


PRINTED IN U. S. A. 


Joun C. Tutty, Editor 
Mary Eien Evans, Ass’t Editor 




















VoL, V SEPTEMBER, 1946 No, 3 
Outstanding 
Truths Men Live By 
John A. O’Brien Mac, $2.75 


Reviewed by George E. Keenen, Jr. 


Men fall into confusion when truth is 
abandoned. No standard of individual 
or collective action can be maintained 
when truth is surrendered to superficial 
and variable codes of ethics upon which, 
apparently, so many men base the ever- 
changing plan of their living. Truth is 
eternal and immutable, and therefore 
not new. That is why many will say 
that this magnificent book by Father 
O’Brien is nothing new: it’s merely the 
some old thing said differently. 

In a sense that is true, for the book 
is about truth. But, more than that, it 
is a reaffirmation of the basic beliefs in- 
corporated in Christianity which must 
be lived by all men if they are to work 
out a reasoned and integrated destiny 
in the shadow of their Maker. 

This is a lucid, popularly phrased, 
richly exampled (with the most modern 
scientific fact), compendium of truth. It 
is about God, whom the leaders of men 
seem to ignore; about man’s soul, which 
a world so obviously seeking resuscita- 
tion after years of war overlooks; about 
the Bible and science; about Jesus 
Christ, who died that men might live 
more abundantly. 

The book is confirmation of the fact 
that “the harmonization of the truths of 
religion and of science is not only pos- 
sible but flows as an evident necessity 
from the fundamental unity of all 
truth.” Perhaps Father O’Brien is too 
gentle in his title; perhaps he should 
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have said “truths men must live by.” 
There is something imperative in this 
book. It gives the key to the spiritual 
regeneration that the world must have 
if the world would have peace. 

The truths about which Father 
O’Brien speaks and writes will need 
constant repetition until men have ab- 
sorbed the knowledge of the universe 
and eternity—and that condition will 
never be attained in this world. Such 
books as this, written by men who have 
precision and clarity of thought and the 
ability to express it for all—such a man 
is Father John A. O’Brien—will always 
need writing and reading. 

* ee 3 


THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 
Truths Men Live By ($2.75) and 
The Miracle of the Bells ($3.00), 
by Russell Janney, comprise the 
September Dual Selection. 
ice to members, for both, 
$3.75—a saving (less postage) of 
over 33144%. 
* * * 


Book of the Month 
Club 


The Sudden Guest 

Christopher LaFarge Coward-McCann, $2.50 
This is ostensibly a study of one 
woman’s experience of the two hurri- 
canes that whipped with truly classical 
fury against the shores of southern New 
England in 1938 and again in 1944. 
Its plot is curiously confined in scope— 
being preoccupied with the emotion of 
fear—but it manages to gather into its 
framework a host of fugitive minor 
plots; so that while none is developed, 
the reader gets the sensation of having 
trafficked in a lifetime procession of 
human situations. That is the virtue of 
the intense, distilled, formally integrat- 
ed writing that marks the genuine artist. 

Is there any point to be gained by 
reading it, beyond the vicarious enter- 
tainment of nature description and soul- 
vivisection? We think there is. It is 
simply full of object-lessons, if the 
reader will but take them to heart. 

There is the essential futility of the 
pride of those ancestors who built their 
homes as it were in defiance of Eternity, 
and the equally futile pride of their 
descendants who would preserve the 
ancestral saltbox at the expense of all 
decent communion with the rest of the 
world. There is the terrible, selfish lone- 
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liness of unfruitful middle-age when a 
life has been devoted just to this act 
of preservation. 

There is the great fact that each 
man has the right to assert his own 
glorious human dignity, even though 
he be Negro houseman, Irish maid, half- 
Jewish orphaned ward who is ungrate- 
ful enough to want to marry the man 
she loves (all these appear in the book). 
And there is the great truth that man 
craves to love and be loved, whatever 
his condition. The leading character, an 
archtypical snob, loves not, nor is she 
loved; and so she disintegrates almost 
before our fascinated eyes. 

The element of a perversion of love 
is briefly intimated. It could have been 
omitted, but its omission might have 
lessened the force of the suggested 
thesis that even unnatural, corrupting 
love is perhaps better than no love at 
all. It is an ugly, disturbing note, but 
it is soon enough swallowed up in the 
noises and waters of the hurricanes, and 
no sound adult should be the worse off 
for it. 

Altogether a most interesting, unusual 
exercise in handling the impact of na- 
ture on mind. 

(Author is a member of the illustrious, 
talented LaFarge family, a nephew of 
Rev. John LaFarge, S.J., editor of 
America.) 

* * * 


From “The Hour of 
Faith” 


Uncle George and Uncle Malachy 

Urban Nagle, O.P. Bruce, $2.00 
The ingenious and witty sketches of 
American Catholic life that comprise 
this book are bound to endear them- 
selves to a wide range of happy read- 
ers, young and old, sophisticated and 
unsophisticated, in and out of the 
Faith. For, though they form a series 
of 16 simple, unambitious reminiscences 
of a typical Catholic home, they are 
blessed with that singular gift — the 
power to entertain. 

That blessing is, however, only the 
half of it—and the lesser half at that. 
Important is that in each chapter, some 
outstanding and usually misunderstood 
point of Catholic doctrine is explained 
with vivid clarity and quite irresistible 
impact. This is truly apologetics with- 
out apoplexy. 

Father Nagle, well known founder of 
the Blackfriars’ Guild, prepared these 


apologetical sketches for his “Hour of 
Faith” broadcasts. The written version 
is just as appealing and effective as that 
of the Sunday morning sessions when 
Father Nagle inanimated his little 
sketches with the vital touch of the 
interpretative artist. The two master 
characters who star in each of the 
units are as vivid on paper as they 
were viva voce: Uncle Malachy, with 
a heart of gold, a kindness and con- 
sideration worthy of the Faith he so 
cleverly defends, Irish, of course, imagi- 
native, and insolvent; and Uncle George, 
the practical, hard-headed, skeptical 
business man of the modern world, but 
no match for Uncle Malachy’s dialec- 
tics. 

This is a book with a future, because 
of the droll and delicate humor with 
which the most fundamental truths are 
treated. It is certain, in its ingratiating 
way, to reach readers who are not im- 
pressed by the unoriginal thinking and 
deadly-dull style of much spiritual 
writing. 

—Fidele Taggart 
w * w 


Doubleday Book 
Seized As Obscene 


According to an ‘AP dispatch, New 
York City police have seized copies of 
Memoirs of Hecate County as obscene, 
and summons have been issued against 
Doubleday, Inc., the publishers, and the 
Doubleday book shops, where the books 
were on sale. 

This book was appraised in Booxs 
ON TRIAL as “a slimy cesspool.” 


* * * 


WANTED: 
CATHOLIC BOOKS 

The North Carolina Catholic Lay- 
men’s Association, a new organization 
dedicated to the creation of better un- 
derstanding between Catholics and non- 
Catholics in North Carolina, least Cath- 
olic state in the United States, has 
launched a campaign to place Catholic 
books in the public libraries of the 
state. Assistance from fellow-Catholics 
all over the nation is asked by the 
association. 

Have you any Catholic books, old 
or new, that are not in use? If so, send 
them to the association headquarters 
at Nazareth, N. Car., and they will be 
presented to the public libraries of the 
state. 


Party-Line 


Propaganda 
Wind in the Olive Trees 

Abel Plenn B&G, $3.9 
Reviewed by Thomas S. Bowdern, SJ, 
Associate Director of the Institute of 
Social Order ; Former President, Creigh, 

ton University. 

Long ago I gave up trying to be 
“expert” on Spain. In the Spanish Ciyj 
War my sympathies were with Frano, 
although I realized that the problem 
was almost hopelessly complicated fo 
an innocent bystander. Nothing in th 
Spanish situation is all black or aj 
white. And Abel Plenn ought to knoy 
that and not write a book in whid 
he says Franco and Ambassador Haye 
are all black and Abel Plenn and th 
opposition are all white. But while com 
pletely unconvinced, I am ready to say 
that Wind in the Olive Trees is worth 
while as a presentation of the extrem 
anti-Franco position. 

Abel Plenn, 37, was born in Mexicy, 
Shortly after Pearl Harbor he joineé 
the Office of Inter-American Affairs sf 
Chief of Propaganda Analysis. In 19498" 
he was sent to Spain for the Office of 
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War Information (OWI). In seva d 
months Ambassador Hayes had to send d 
him home because he stubbornly r™® 
fused to take directions from the Anil 


bassador and insisted on fraterniiggy" 
with the anti-government forces ail I 
doing in Spain what we blame ig? 
Russians for doing in the United Statagg" 

It is plain that Plenn hates Franagge 
cordially and charges him with reach” 
ing his position of leadership throug! 
murder and bribery. He blames Franag@p 
for the death of Primo de Rive 
founder of the Falange. Plenn clai 
that since 1937 all of Franco’s a 
versaries, all of the many religious dk 
days are honored by the shooting 
squads of political prisoners. 

Plenn claims that the anti- 
Spain had done wonders for the sch 
which Franco ruined, turning most 
the schools into barracks for his ov 
sized army. Plenn hates the aristoctal 
and yet sneers at Franco for looiil 
like a man of the lower middlec# 
Likewise he hates the army for wintl 
the Civil War but sneers at its oi 
for their inefficiency, abysmal ignora 
and unbelievable stupidity. a 

Plenn, the American Chief of FM? 
ganda Analysis, claims that Francd® 
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put to death 1,000,000 Spaniards, that 
B be imprisoned 4,500,000, that 1,000,000 
ge still in jail or on parole, that he 
crowded 11,000 women into a Madrid 
30) jail built for 500. Franco’s officials in 
sy, 1944 are quoted as estimating their po- 

” Bi litical prisoners as 25,000. Another gave 
the figure as 300,000. Quien sabe? 

On the other hand, says Plenn, the 

ent overthrown by Franco was 
a legal government, that the “scattered 
burning of churches” under it was really 
done by a few unruly anarchists. This 

ent, he admits, “the Soviet 
Union and Mexico had done everything 
in its power to support in accordance 
with international law.” The growing 
power of the Soviet Union will now 
make many see that Spain’s fate would 
lave been that of Hungary, Poland and 
the Balkan states had the Reds won the 
Civil War. Even when the Nazis were 
at the height of their power, Spain never 
became a satellite state. Franco remem- 
bers that Americans in George Wash- 
ington and Abraham Lincoln Brigades 
fought with Russia against him. 

Plenn dismisses as a “wave of reac- 

tion” the legal government Gil Robles 
and says nothing of the brutal excesses 
seve Uat provoked Franco’s uprising, claims 
that Franco’s movement represented 
oly 15%, even as low as only 5% of 
the people of Spain. Does Plenn indulge 
inpropaganda or suffer from ignorance? 
Ifhe were really well-informed of the 
present situation and past history, 
JpYuld he speak of “lay priests,” of the 
government support of the clergy with- 
uit explaining this subsidy as “repara- 
tions” for previous plundering of Church 
amoperty, of Unamuno as “Spain’s 
eatest philosopher since Loyola” who 
a not a philosopher, and so on? Is 
te discreet when he offers no solution 
admits the mutual distrust and ri- 
y fampant among Franco’s exiled 
; ponents and the threats of the under- 
I yond against the day when their 
_ cond turn” comes? 
Tour American policy is, as he says, 
Sguided and immoral and if our 
joo sare guilty of a conspiracy 
dle-c past us, then Mr. Plenn performs a 
winnie Uc duty in exposing them. I am 
s offi -Y © weep with him over Spain 
‘enor “2 is one of the most hopeless hu- 
Problems in a world that will be 
SS until it learns how to use reli- 
to live with God. 
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Catholic Literary Foundation 


Hunan Harvest 
Theophane Maquire, C.P. Bruce, $2.50 


Reviewed by Courtenay Savage 





(This is Mr. Savage’s last BOOKS 

ON TRIAL review. His death occurred 
in Rome, Aug. 23.— Editor) 
PE TE LATE ET TT a ED 
The talk had drifted to affairs in the 
Orient, that pre-Pearl Harbor evening, 
and Father Theophane began to tell us 
of China. At first he spoke only of 
world politics, but, gradually, as we 
questioned him, he began to tell us of 
his adventures as 4 young missionary in 
the remote province of Hunan. 

It made fine listening, a thrilling 
story of experiences in one of the last 
portions of China to be opened to those 
who taught of ‘Christ. As Father talked 
we met the men who had traveled out 
to the Orient with him, some of whom 
were to die for their Faith, also smil- 
ing bandits whose chief aim was not to 
lose face. There were stories of Chinese 
converts and Communists, and of kindly 
men and women who did not believe in 





Was Shakespeare a 
“Papist”? 
The Shakespeares and “The Old 
Faith” 

John Henry de Groot King’s Crown, $3.00 
Reviewed by Rev. Dr. Isidore J. Sem- 
per, chairman of English Department, 
Loras College; author of Shakspere 
Study Guide and other books; and 
numerous articles. concerning Shake- 

speare’s religion. 


A scholarly treatise, with an elaborate 
organization of material, footnotes, ap- 
pendices, an excellent bibliography, and 
a good index, this dissertation exploits 
all the impressive techniques of scholar- 
ship to make a point that we Catholics 
have been sure of all along. Such cor- 
roboration from impartial sources is 
valuable. 

The author contends that William 
Shakespeare was reared in a Catholic 
environment and that, as a consequence, 
there is evidence in his plays to indicate 
that he always retained an affection for 
the “Old Faith.” 

In the first two sections of the book, 
Mr. de Groot concentrates on the reli- 
gion of the poet’s father. He regards 





God, but who practiced great charity. 

It was a story of physical hardship, 
there was plenty of that; but even more 
poignant than the physical wants were 
Father’s description of the sense of 
aloneness, of frustration, that is part 
of a missionary’s life. Aloneness because 
he is often hundreds of miles from an- 
other ‘American, frustration because he 
sees so much to do, yet finds there are 
not enough hours in the day to do it. 

It was a thrilling narrative of faith 
and danger—Father was held for ran- 
som and expected to be killed because 
there was no one to ransom him—and 
none of us who heard it will forget it. 
And now Father Theophane has writ- 
ten it all down in an engrossing book 
he calls Hunan Harvest. 

The book is extremely well written 
—those who followed Father’s fine edi- 
torials while he was editor of The Sign 
know how engagingly he writes—and it 
has been interestingly illustrated by 
Weda Yap. 

Hunan Harvest is a book to read—to 
think about—and remember. 





most of the arguments that are general- 
ly advanced to prove the Catholicity of 
John Shakespeare as unconvincing, but 
he does accept as conclusive the Spirit- 
ual Last Will and Testament signed by 
one “John Shakspear,” a document 
found during the 18th century in the 
attic of the Henley Street house that 
had been the home of the poet’s father 
in Stratford. In discussing this docu- 
ment the writer leans heavily on the re- 
searches of Herbert Thurston, S.J. 

In the concluding section the writer 
argues from the plays that the dramatist 
never lost his esteem for the “Old 
Faith,” although there is no evidence 
to show that he was a practical Catholic 
during his London career. 

This book provides a competent sur- 
vey of the arguments pro and contra 
regarding Shakespeare’s religion. It be- 
longs on the shelves of Catholic college 
and university libraries. 

* * * 


$2.00 a Year 
The Sign magazine, now cele 
brating its 25th anniversary, in our 
opinion leads the field in the im- 
provement it has made in recent 
years. Its roster of accomplished 


contributors is really distinguished. 


“Life As It Is” 


Tons of paper have been used up 
in recent years in justifying modern 
novels that supposedly depict “life as 
it is.” 

In a recent article, “Reading Good 
or Bad in Effect,” in the Summer Issue 
of Between the Lines, Bruce Publishing 
Company, Sister Mary Corde Lorang 
reports comments made by adolescents 
who had read A Tree Grows in Brook- 
lyn.* 

Says one: “Some think it’s immoral, 
but that’s life as it is.” 

Says another: “It showed the hard- 
ships and pleasure and sadness of a 
true American family.” 

But, says Sister, “Isn’t it pathetic to 
give adolescents the idea that life is 
immoral and that a family of the slums 
is a ‘true American family’?” 

(In our opinion, “pathetic” is far 
too mild. It comes very near, in many 
cases, to being criminal—and far worse 
cases could be cited.) 


Good or Bad—Not Both 


Sister Corde has made a deep study 
of the “good or bad effects resulting 
from reading an individual book or 
magazine.” She says: 

“... It is notable that for most of 
the books or magazines, either a good 
or bad effect is tabulated, not both.” 

AND, “This study resulted in only 
one conclusion. There is something in 
the reading matter itself that causes 
the effect.” 

(This has always been our conten- 
tion. It is one of the reasons why 
Books ON TRIAL was originated. It con- 
tradicts assertions that good or bad ef- 
fects are subjective.) 

“There is ample proof,” says this 
author, “that reading matter can be 
objectively good or bad.” 


Unconscious Damage 

In analyzing the comments of stu- 
dents on another Best Seller, Sister 
Corde emphasizes a point that a great 
many seem to miss. In brief, she says 
that students are often painfully un- 
aware of the bad effects, and may even 
maintain that no bad effects resulted, 
but their comments reveal (uncon- 
sciously), how seriously they have been 
hurt. 

(This same situation is continually 
evident in the remarks of bookstore cus- 
tomers—which led us to say in a recent 
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issue that book reviewers should serve 
an apprenticeship in a bookstore, wait- 
ing on and talking to the people for 
whom they propose to write.) 

Their failure to realize that they 
have been hurt is because they have 
unconsciously absorbed pragmatic views. 
“To the pragmatist nothing is objec- 
tively true; . . . that which is true for 
me may not be true for another.” Con- 
sequently they do not ask, “Is this 
book or magazine immoral in itself?” 
“Instead comes the question, ‘Dare I 
read this? It harmed so-and-so but 
I am different’.” 

As Dr. Monroe has pointed out in 
Books ON TRIAL, there are all too many 
who haven’t the courage to say, “No, I 
haven’t read it; and what’s more, I 
don’t intend to.” In other words, there 
are too many modern “prudes.” 


*For the author’s original study, see The Effect 
of Reading on Moral Conduct and Emotional 
Experience, Studies in Psychology and Psy- 
chiatry, Catholic Univ. Press, 1945, Vol. VI, 
No. 5. 

* b ve 


“Qur Common Race” 


Racial Myths 
Mary Ellen O’Hanlon, O.P. 
Rosary College, 25c 
Reviewed by 
Dorothy Atkinson Williams 


One of our missionary priests in South 
Carolina, cultivating the acquaintance 
of a diminutive dark citizen, asked, 
“What’s your name, sonny?” 

“T’se Jimmie.” 

“So, you’re Jimmie.” 

“Yas, suh.” 

“Are you Catholic, Jimmie?” 

“Deed NO, Suh! Down heah it’s bad 
enuff to be CULLID!” 

In these days, when the evils of inter- 
racial prejudice and injustice make 
every thinking person feel called upon 
to search his own conscience, asking 
with the dubious disciples, “Lord, is it 
I?”, we are glad to find a small but 
potent booklet, Racial Myths, by the 
widely known biologist, Sister Mary El- 
len O’Hanlon, O.P., professor of science 
at Rosary College. 

With the clear understanding of the 
thorough and unprejudiced scientist, 
the author takes up, examines carefully 
and reduces to their essential nothing- 
ness the various myths and superstitions 
which have served to feed racial preju- 
dice though the years. Avoiding the pit- 
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falls of easily mouthed “theories,” Si 
ter Mary Ellen with the practicg 
clarity of the scholarly teacher unm. 
the manuscript of racial history, | 

our unaccustomed feet deep in the ng. 
row pathways of patiently-sought tru 
back to the infancy of our commm 
race. 

The imprimatur and nihil obstat tg 
the Catholic reader that here in { 
pronouncements of this simple the 
scholarly nun, with several scient 
texts and many honors to her credj 
whose Ph.D. was awarded by Chic 
University, we have the basic biologic 
truth clearly set forth in the full jj 
of Catholic knowledge and belief. 

By all means read this, and read 
with confidence. Also, don’t fail to 
mark the significant cover illustrat 
skillfully executed by Sister Mary Fe 


Plouf, O.P. 
w * * 


“Books on Trial” 


Program Wins Suit 

The New York radio feature t 
adopted the title “Books on Trial” 
into legal difficulties when its spor 
were sued for infringement of a simi 
program, “The Author Meets the @ 
-.” 

In the “Books on Trial” program, 
book review editor in flowing robes 
personates the judge, the author sits 
the witness stand, and 12 members 
the audience are put in the jury 
A “prosecuting attorney” then presél 
the charges against the book, and 
other “attorney” defends both 1 
and witness. 

In the lawsuit mentioned, the 
York judge held that the “Books 
Trial” program did not infringe thalt 
“The Author Meets the Critics.” 

We have no connection with 4 
of these features, and so far as we Mi, 
been able to learn, the copyrighted 
of our magazine, Books on TRIAL, 
not been used except for radio | 
casting purposes. 

* * * 


Roosevelt’s Foreigi 


Policy | 
Charles A. Beard’s American Fort 
Policy in the Making, 1932-19% 
Study in Responsibilities, a highly 
troversial analysis, went into 4 # 
printing almost a month before B 
cation on Aug. 19. $4.00 i 
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Talking last year with the manager 
of the country’s biggest book club, I 
gid, “I assume that the average life 
of a membership is about a year.” 

“] think you’re wrong,” said this 

an. “We do better than that, 
I'm sure. I think our average must be 
more than a year. It must be nearer to 
ayeor and a half!” 

Consequently, I was interested in 
wading in Publishers’ Weekly that the 
editor-in-chief of Doubleday was quoted 
as saying at the national convention of 
booksellers that “The clubs have a 
tumover of readers every six or eight 
months.” 
tral §Doubleday should know, since they 
y Feil own or sponsor numerous clubs, such 
us The Literary Guild, Book League of 
America, and Dollar Club. 


440% Loss Each Year 

A recent article in the Saturday Eve- 
sing Post glamorizing The Book-of-the 
Month Club speaks of an annual turn- 
wer in memberships of 40%. 

Such losses in members means that 
Me never-ending efforts to gain new mem- 
bers must be made, and these efforts 
ue centered on featuring “irresistible 
lures,” 

Before the war, Book-of-the-Month 
was the largest club. Literary Guild 
forged into the lead when paper short- 
igs restricted production, since they 
lad their publisher’s backing. B-o-t-M 
Snow out to regain leadership. 

A recent article on book clubs in 
the MiiTime magazine mentions “mass-pro- 
duced culture.” The fact is, however, 
ys Time says, that in the race for mem- 
js the tendency is to tailor the books 
suit a mass audience. The result is 
wm Temendous increase in the sale of 
y and second-rate books. (“Sec- 
te” is probably an exaggeration.) 
Some time ago Sears Roebuck started 
Bikir People’s Book Club, making much 
‘Pillai of the fact that the Gallup Poll 
ple were employed by them to deter- 

the books to be selected. 
But the Gallup Poll didn’t determine 
ih was the best book. It merely got 
on which books were the most 
med about—not by those who had 
Mi the books, but, no doubt, mostly 
Mose who hadn’t read them. Having 

Mined the books about which there 
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| How Long Does a Book Club Membership 
' Last? 


was the greatest curiosity, the club felt 
safe in going ahead with large print- 
ings. 


Exaggerated Advertising 

Writing in a facetious vein in The 
Chicago Daily News, Sydney J. Harris 
says the reason he hadn’t paid his book- 
store account is because he is “plan- 
ning to sue a certain publisher for mis- 
representation, false labeling and the 
sale of adulterated goods. . . And why 
not?” 

“Tf I buy a suit advertised as linen 
and it turns out to be third-run bur- 
lap, the store will jolly well make 
amends. If a grocer sells the little 
woman a dozen eggs and four are rot- 
ten, he will (in normal times) replace 
the four with fresh eggs. But not pub- 
lishers.” 

I submit that publishers ought to be 
held responsible for the claims they 
make on book-jackets in exactly the 
same way that a department store is 
held responsible for false statements. 

“When Mediocre Press touts a novel 
as ‘the greatest work of fiction since 
Proust,’ and it turns out to be tripe, 
I want my $3.50 back on grounds of 
palpable fraud. Why should a purveyor 
of physical goods be punished, but not 
a supplier of mental nourishment? 

“There is more lying, gross exagger- 
ation, and compound larceny committed 
by book publishers than by all the drug 
and cosmetics manufacturers rolled into 
one.” 

(Mr. Harris, being a columnist, has 
to be a little extreme to attract atten- 
tion.) 


Book Club Claims 


There are many reasons why book 
clubs lose members. Undoubtedly, many 
join who are not interested in reading 
but who can’t resist the lure of a free 
book. They don’t re-order and are 
dropped. Others are dropped for not pay- 
ing their bills, but it does seem that 
many who drop out do so because the 
books do not measure up to the exag- 


- gerated claims made for them. 


Anyone thinking of starting a book 
club faces a dilemma. Can he attract 
members in great numbers without 
making the same kind of exaggerated 
claims that are now so prevalent? It 
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seems very doubtful. Yet we do be- 
lieve that there are enough people in- 
terested in good, clean, decent books 
of reasonable value to build a club on 
sound lines. 

At least, The Thomas More Book 
Club is going to try. 

* * *& 


Phelan Discusses 
a Colleague 


The Froth Estate 
Joseph Mackey P-H, $2.50 
Reviewed by Paul J. Phelan, feature 
writer on the New York Sun, author of 
the anthology of Catholic humor, With 
a Merry Heart. 


Joseph Mackey is a young fellow, about 
30, who had been writing funny stories 
for the New York Sun for about ten 
years before this reviewer became a 
partner-in-crime with him. 

It’s difficult for me to review this 
book, since theoretically we are profes- 
sional rivals. If I admit it’s terrifically 
funny, where does that leave me? And 
if I call it mild and tame, where does 
that leave our friendship? 

Well, here goes off the deep end. 
Within these covers you'll find an en- 
tertaining variety of “homo sap.” From 
Dr. Janet Aiken, a college prof who 
objected to rationing and protested by 
walking down Broadway barefoot, to 
the ebullient, omniscient and efficient 
Father Divine. 

This froth from the fourth estate is 
whipped up in nice fashion, with a dash 
of cynicism to whet the appetite. Mac- 
key also shows that it’s possible to keep 
out of the gutter and still be funny. 

It must be remembered that the char- 
acters herein presented, while bearing 
some resemblance to individuals living 
or dead, are not supposed to be typical 
people. They are supposed to be typical 
“characters.” As a feature writer Mac- 
key’s world has been populated by peo- 
ple hand-picked for their news and nui- 
sance value. He doesn’t deny there 
might be some sane people. But he’ll 
positively have nothing to do with them. 


* ® x 


About 3,500 new books were pub- 
lished during the first half of 1946— 
very slightly more than the same period 
in 1945. These totals are the smallest 
in 25 years. 

The trend is now upward. 
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Books That Should 
Not Die 


THE REFORMATION’S SEQUEL! 


The Bond of Peace 
Michael Kent Bruce, $2.50 


_ By Rev. Bertram Weaver, C.P. 
Into an intellectual atmosphere that 
had become stale and heavy with un- 
reason and illogic, Michael Kent last 
year sent a welcome draught of fresh 
air. . . . in the form of a book, The 
Bond of Peace. It was too bad that 
somebody did not have the power to 
make The Bond of Peace required read- 
ing for the delegates to the United 
Nations Security Council. 

When The Bond of Peace appeared, 
Catholic reviewers were unanimous in 
praising the incisiveness of its approach 
to the greatest problem of the day. This 
problem, as everyone with a modicum 
of insight knows, is the division and 
disarray in which the forces of good 
in the world stand before the organized 
forces of evil. 

The clarity, freshness and forceful- 
ness of Michael Kent’s analysis of this 
tremendous problem made the book a 
joy to read. But what made The Bond 
of Peace an important contribution to 
the fight for reason and morality amidst 
such widespread insanity and immoral- 
ity was the way in which it marshalled 
doctrinal truth and historical fact to 
show that two world wars, and the 
threat of a third, are the inevitable se- 
quel to the Reformation. The Reform- 
ers broke St. Paul’s “bond of peace” 
because they destroyed his “unity of 
spirit.” 

Leading up to this linking of the 
16th and 20th centuries, The Bond of 
Peace has chapters on the folly of mod- 
ern “emancipation.” Articles that have 
appeared in such oracles of the press 
as The American Mercury, The Read- 
er’s Digest, Fortune and the New York 
Times, are quoted and their often fatu- 
ous arguments subjected to the merci- 
less logical analysis for which Michael 
Kent is known. 

The Bond of Peace is a book for the 
times. Those who read it will find the 
solution of many perplexing problems. 
Those who help to circulate it will be 
doing a distinct public service. It is a 
book that deserves to live. 





Degenerates and Snobs 
By Michael Kent, author of The Bond 
of Peace, in an excellent article in The 
Catholic World. 


“An eminent French writer has de- 
clared that, if one were to judge solely 
from the evidence presented by contem- 
porary American fiction, one would be 
forced to conclude that life in the 
United States in the twentieth century 
is a foretaste of hell. 

““ . . Who, knowing America only 
from the works of Faulkner, Caldwell, 
Hemingway, Steinbeck, Farrell, would 
choose to live in the society they depict, 
made up of a population divided be- 
tween the victims of brutality and the 
perpetrators of it. 

“|. . Who would select for his com- 
panions the dull and pompous hypo- 
crites of Sinclair Lewis, the dull and 
brittle snobs of J. P. Marquand? 

“Who would elect to make his home 
in a country inhabited by degenerates, 
defectives, brutes, madmen, perverts, 
thugs, tramps, rascals, social and do- 
mestic tyrants, economic and political 
dictators, dullards, snobs, and bores? 

“ . . According to the works of our 
foremost modern writers, a resident of 
America would be forced to choose his 
associates solely from these—of whom, 
surely, is the kingdom of hell. 

“Tt is no exaggeration to say that 
contemporary American literature is a 
literature of sadism. .. .” 

w * * 


Some Reasons 


For “Books on Trial” 


The following excerpts are from the 
August 4 issue of The Chicago Tribune 
Book Section: 

From Hartford City, Ind.: “I was 
not tricked into buying The Hucksters, 
but was misled by Clifton Fadiman’s 
review of it. Our authors of today seem 
to delight in filth, profanity, and deg- 
radation. As long as the publishers and 
reviewers encourage them, they can get 
away with murder.” 

From Decatur, Ill.: “The morals of 
our future leaders in this country will 
be only as good as the ideals they ac- 
quire during their formative years. No 
doubt thousands of teen-agers are lap- 
ping up the flood of filthy literature 
with no realization of its influence in 
shaping their lives and the future stand- 
ards of morality in America.” 


From Freeport, Ill.: “. . . You can} 
stop pornographic writers writing th 
kind of stuff that sells by the hundreg 
of thousands—and even millions—hy 
you needn’t buy it. How to avoid by. 
ing such? Simply by buying nothing 
. . . that hasn’t been recommended ly 
someone in whom you have confidence" 

From Chicago: “. . . I have jug 
waded through the filth of David th 
King. In comparison, Forever Amber's 
a Sunday school manual. I should lik 
to see a law passed, and strictly @» 
forced, prohibiting these so-called auth. 
ors from taking the sacred scripturs 
and twisting them into debauchery.” 

From Grayslake, Ill.: “. . . Is 
there a law regarding truth-in-adve. 
tising? If so, the majority of book jack. 
ets would be labeled ‘filthy,’ thereby 
saving time and money for decent 
minded persons who are shopping fr 
something to read... .” 

wy tr * 


Absurdity of 


Absurdities 
A Serpent’s Tooth 

Marthedith Furnas Harper, $2. 

Reviewed by Jordan Aumann, OP. 
This novel proposes to be a symbol d 
the history of America but in realityi 
is the portrayal of an era of bigotry it 
a small town of Middle Western Ame: 
ica. The story is bogged down wil 
trivia and its all too frequent scurrying 
up and down the family tree of th 
Laceys and the Littletons results ini 
regressive motion that exasperates th 
reader. 

That Marthedith Furnas has taletl 
we would not deny. Her power of # 
scription is superb and she possessé 
rare perception and delightful hum 
It is sad to see such talents used badly 

Marthedith Furnas  unfortunaiel 
uses her novel as a sounding-board 
her fantastic notions of religion. It 
not the province of any novelist to a 
matize in religious matters but it is 
the worse when the novelist knows 
whereof she speaks. We wonder 
the author could possibly have gat 
her unique theories on evolution, mo 
love, the saints and authorite iat 
Her notion of the separability of i 
tion and action in moral matters 5 
flat contradiction of sound mm 
teaching. 

But the author outdoes herself ¥ 
she opens the second part of her ™ 
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with a brilliant treatise on the nature 
of God and the creation of man. Here 
isa bit of absurdity to end all absurdity 
_not to mention blasphemy. With the 
assurance of a Father of the Church, 
she glibly explains away the Trinity by 
asserting that God has His divine con- 
sort—hence, she says, the use of the 
plural form “us” in the Bible and the 
creation of man (and woman) in the 
likeness of God. It follows from this, 
too, that Moses deliberately deceived 
the Jews when he preached the doctrine 
of a personal, unique God. 

Now, even if the story were a mas- 
terpiece of writing (which it is not!) 
the novel would stand condemned as a 
deliberate violation of truth. The author 
ends her dismal tale on a tone of utter 
futility: 

“Perfect truth can never be known; 
Perfect love can never be found; 
But I’ll be damned, 

I will be damned to hell, 

If I am ever satisfied 

with less.” 

To which we fervently add, “Yes, you 


will!” 
w bag 


Wertfel’s Poems 
Poems of Franz Werfel 
tr, Edith Abercrombie Snow Princeton, $2.00 
Reviewed by Richard O. Hertz, Ph.D., 
author of Man on a Rock 


Werfel has a gift of building the shrine 
of great poetry with the raw pressure 
of the ever present moment—he ‘turns 
toward the overlighted, overheated, 
overworn frustration of “modern man” 
and leads it not too gently into the 
peace of his verses—into a melancholy, 
imperilled, yet compelling peace. Wer- 
fel was younger than Stefan George, 
Hofmannsthal and Rilke, but his au- 
thority with the present uprooted and 
hapless generation of Germans is the 
same. This God-seeking Jew from 
Prague writes a German that is the 
Goethean tradition freshened, but not 
disrupted, by the virulent concepts and 
doubtful moods of our very un-Goe- 
thean billion-horse-power civilization. 
In Siam are two languages: One for 
daily use and the other to be employed 
in the presence of the king. Werfel’s 
Poetry has the ambition to speak the 
uncouth jargon of distress in the royal 
court of an eternal spiritual Sunday. 
The effect could have been like another 
vulgar rebellion: it is, on the contrary, 
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victory of ever-living form which, if 
rightly managed, will blow its inward 
splendor upon any vocabulary however 
unblushingly outright. 

Fifty of these great German poems 
have been translated into English by 
Mrs. Abercrombie Snow, the original 
and translation being conveniently 
printed on opposed pages. “Translated 
poems are an impossibility,” says Wer- 
fel himself in the foreword. The for- 
mulas which go into the making of a 
bomb are international; poetry lives 
not on crude content but on the no- 
man’s-land unexpressed subtlety that 
lies between link and link of the idiom 
through which the content is revealed. 
Now I would say that Mrs. Snow made 
the best of an impossible job. 

Personally it is easier for me to see 
how one can make poems than how one 
can translate them; if I were asked to 
translate a poem I would neither copy 
the meter nor look for rhymes, but 
shape the general impression I got from 
the original into some new linguistic 
autonomy. It is usual to point out Fitz- 
gerald’s Omar Khayam translation as 
a precedent. In the case before us literal- 
ness occasionally imposes its inevitable 
dullness. “And strike upon their shields 
with thunderous sound” is a literal 
but not an artistic equivalent for “Und 
schlagen donnernd ihre Schilde an.” 
“Arzeneien, Die hold betaeubenden der 
Staedte” is rendered: ‘Medications, 
The pleasant opiates of cities . . . ” “Opi- 
ates” is excellent, but why not, instead 
of “pleasant,” a stronger term like 
luscious, ardent, or fragrant? 

Perhaps translations should make it 
a rule to seek adequacy in a kind of 
overstatement. Let me repeat, however, 
that Mrs. Snow deserves all the praise 
and gratitude in the world for her many 
brilliant discoveries that make the dif- 
ficult cadences of Werfel’s songs ring 
sweetly in English ears: “And every 
fragment, ere its bright eye folds a 
shining look of love and rapture holds.” 


w w * 


Anthropology 

The Lost Americans 

Frank C. Hibben Crowell, $2.50 
Reviewed by Dr. Paul Kiniery, profes- 
sor of history and assistant dean, Loyola 
Anthropology is a forbidding word. 
Most readers avoid a book in that field. 
If you will simply think of this volume 
by Frank C. Hibben, of the University 
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of New Mexico, as an account of our 
predecessors in this country, you will 
find it interesting and important. 

In 1926 remains of a type of bison 
extinct for 10,000 years were found near 
Folsom, New Mexico. Flint weapons 
found with the remains of the buffalo 
furnished evidence that the men who 
had used the weapons had also of neces- 
sity lived in New Mexico 10,000 years 
ago. However, no physical remains 
proper of the hunters themselves were 
found. Subsequently, in a cave near 
Sandia, not far from Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, the various strata in an aban- 
doned cave gave good evidence that 
men had used it over 25,000 years ago. 

Further efforts were made to locate 
in Alaska some additional evidence of 
the so-called Folsom and Sandia men. 
Although mastodons and other extinct 
animals have been found in fairly large 
numbers in Alaska, human remains seem 
to be lacking. The author admits the in- 
ability of the anthropologist to account 
for the scarcity of skeletal remains of 
ancient man, in view of the assumption 
that there were large numbers of them. 

Dr. Hibben believes that the proposed 
expeditions to Siberia will reveal more 
definitely the origin of those who later 
peopled the North American continent. 
There seems good reason to believe that 
men from Siberia crossed over to Alaska 
more than 25,000 years ago, and then 
traveled down the west coast. The tone 
throughout of the book is reasonable 
and sensible; no more is claimed than 
the facts warrant; materialistic evolu- 
tion is not advanced or implied. It is a 
book of value to anyone concerned with 
man’s remote past in North America. 

* b * 


An Author’s View 


Upton Sinclair in a letter to Time: 
“The war between the public which 
knows what it wants to read and the 
critics who know what it ought to want 
to read is as old as literature. . . . 

“The average man doesn’t read a 
novel in order to see how many faults 
he can find in it, or how superior he can 
feel to the writer. He reads to be enter- 
tained and, incidentally, to widen his 
vision of the world in which he lives.” 


Books on Trial is invaluable and 
well worth twice the price. 
—Editor, The Lamp, published 
by the Franciscan Friars 
of the Atonement. 
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Americans Abroad 
Love from London 
Gilbert W. Gabriel Mac, $2.50 
Reviewed by Marie Faust 


England is rapidly becoming a country 
foreign to herself, so wrote a tradition- 
alist immediately following the First 
World War. At that remote period the 
Englishman could not have foreseen 
the British Isles when the United Na- 
tions were preparing for the Battle of 
Normandy, when England was occupied 
by invading Americans with their 
wealth of equipment necessary to the 
liberation of Europe. 

What would the oldest inhabitant 
have said of time’s changes in his coun- 
try when he saw whole islands of the 
U.S.A. transplanted in English country- 
side and city? 

It is one of those bits of America in 
London that Gilbert Gabriel has chosen 
for the scene of his novel at Army head- 
quarters in Adelaide Square, a wartime 
London of air raid and buzz bomb, 
meagre rations and jagged nerves that 
the service men find in that momentous 
spring and summer, day before yester- 
day. 

Three GIs are the heroes of this 
story, youths whose broad term “home” 
includes Minnesota, Texas and Boston 
—decidedly Back Bay. Dria, an evacuée 
from Gibralter, the heroine of the novel, 
captivates the three boys. Their interest 
in her, and her idea of America through 
their eyes, gives form to the theme of 
the story. For the young George Apley 
of the group travels with his prejudices 
and is irritably conscious of them. 

The personal problems of these young 
people, youth’s encounter 1944, have 
their climax along with a greater one 
when a rocket bomb brings devastation 
and death to Adelaide Square. 

Despite this tragic and terrible pic- 
ture of our world at that particular 
moment the reader has a journey back 
to another London—the London of long 
ago, when the door of the past opens 
wide occasionally in the reflections and 
reminiscences of Mr. Lightly, erstwhile 
constable, as he patrols his beloved 
streets. These little dramas of memory 
evoke a panorama of unruined splendor 
both pleasant and sad to recall in time 
of destruction. 

The author’s staccato style in the in- 
troduction of his characters and scenes 
has formed the pattern of the entire 
book and prevents that easy flow of 
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graceful writing that characterizes a 
smooth novel. Willy-nilly race prejudice 
seems to be inseparable from modern 
chronicles and must be served to us in 
our novels. No doubt the complexities 
of our day have engaged our author’s 
attention, but we miss the Gilbert Ga- 
briel of magazine and newspaper, the 
critic who entertained and delighted us. 
* * * 


A Real “Vocation” 


Folks Do Get Born 
Marie Campbell Rinehart, $3.00 
Reviewed by Eileen Hall, feature writer 
on the Atlanta Journal, book editor for 
The Bulletin of the Catholic Laymen’s 
Association of Georgia. 


Some counties of rural Georgia have no 
more than one or two doctors to serve 
their entire population. .... and no 
hospitals at all. Consequently, being 
born used to be something of an ordeal 
and fraught with considerable peril for 
both the new citizen of Georgia and his 
mother. 

So, some 20 years ago, the State 
Board of Health began instructing those 
who served in lieu of doctors, the “gran- 
ny-midwives,” Negro women who de- 
voted their lives to “catching” babies, 
because they considered themselves 
“viewed” by the Lord to do this work, 
even as their pastors received a definite 
call from Him. Qualified midwives were 
then licensed by the state. 

The ranks of the midwives are thin- 
ning, so Marie Campbell’s book about 
them becomes interesting and valuable 
as simple chronicling in the mood of 
folk tales, although as literature it 
shows scant signs of greatness. 

An unusual brand of charm results 
from the mingled humor and sympathy 
with which Miss Campbell, who lives in 
Carrollton, Ga., has told her story. The 
first part of the book is “in the manner 
of explaining” which the midwives 
themselves advised the author to put 
first so that readers would have a back- 
ground for the sketches which follow. 

These incidents, which make up the 
second and by far the most fascinating 
half of the book, are stories gleaned 
from individual midwives. Some are hi- 
lariously funny; some are poignantly 
touching. A reader unfamiliar with 
characters like these may think the 
sketches overdrawn and the odd customs 
and superstitions made up out of whole 
cloth. But we assure you they are not. 
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The naturalness has been toned doy 
if anything. For instance, we wonde 
why Miss Campbell substituted th 
word “Negro” for its common derivatiy 
“nigger” which is in common use 
both whites and blacks of the 
and would certainly have been the wor 
used by the characters quoted. 

We particularly like Folks Do Gq 
Born because of its warm-hearted ap. 
ceptance of the good qualities of th 
humble subjects of the tales, its ger 
attitude toward their limitations, ther 
frailty and ignorance, and because jt 
contains no vestige of scorn for eve 
the most unfortunate of them. 

The midwife served (and still does) 
everywhere she was needed. A woman’ 
color, social status, or even her virty 
was not taken into account. In the sam 
spirit of charity Miss Campbell follows 
her on her rounds. 

* * * 


The Reviewer’s Duty 


Vincent T. Eaton in The Priest: “... 
In judging a book, a reviewer ought 
to consider it not only from the point 
of view of composition, but also from 
the point of view of impact. What ¢& 
fect will this book have on the reader? 

“... Very few except the book-revier 
ers read novels critically. Reviewers art 
apt to judge from the literary point d 
view. This author excels in satire, @ 
in character-drawing, they say. They 
look for consistency in the characte, 
skillful story-telling, or finesse in com 
position. If these critics have a Cathe 
lic conscience they are concerned will 
whether evil is presented as attrat 
tive.... 

“ . . If the critic is a realist or# 
pro-realist i in the ‘Romantic-Realist’ at 
gument, his literary conscience and his 
Catholic conscience sometimes conflict 
He then solves his dilemma by assutifg 
himself and those who read his revief 
that the book in question is for adult 
readers. 

“It is for adult readers that th 
greatest danger lies in the reader-impat 
of a book. Adults, physical or mori 
read what children, physical or moral, 
would not be interested in. And mot 
of them without realizing it, are #& 
tracted to read further and further be 
cause of the very literary excellese 
which the reviewers praise. . . 

. The characters become as f 
people and the reader spends a go 
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jon of their lives with them. He 

inows them better than he knows his 

yn relatives. He suffers with them, re- 
... Sympathizes.... 

« _. The reviewers . . . are wrong in 
got realizing, or at least in not advert- 
ing to, the fact that the ‘general 
ader’ is critical neither literarily nor 
theologically. ... 

“This is not an appeal for happy end- 

... It is not an appeal for roman- 
ticism or idealism, but for more criticism 
wd less unthinking praise. 

“The critic’s duty is not only to the 
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eit wthor; it is also to the very human 
7 abstraction, the general reader.” 
06) * * * 
ai With Malice Toward 
rtue 
a None 
low # A Negro’s Faith in America 
Spencer Logan Mac, $1.75 


Reviewed by Mary Widman, director of 
Blessed Martin de Porres Center, 
Chicago. 

Surely a book noteworthy for its faith 
America and its magnanimous at- 
titude toward white Americans. The au- 
thor, a staff sergeant in the recent con- 
ict, was still in service when the book 
was finished. One wonders if his mag- 
tanimity and faith would have been so 
marked if the book had been written 
to alter his discharge from the army. 

The book is small, only 88 pages; yet 
They the author covers in a realistic and ob- 
ter, jective manner those subjects always 
brought to the fore in discussions over 
tho the problem of White America’s attitude 
with toward the Negro. Not the least import- 
trat- Mt if one is to judge from the monoto- 
tous regularity with which the subject 
Soffered as an argument in defence of 
discrimination, is a chapter on mis- 
1 his cegenation. 

Throughout the book, the author 
lever becomes emotional but remains 
ttional and calmly analytical. This 
litter quality is especially apparent in 
is presentation of those faults of White 
id Colored Americans which are dan- 
4 to the cause of better race rela- 
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This book is well worth the reading. 
It offers no single means of bringing 
tout a new era of tolerance in the 
United States. The author commends 
il efforts which are not un-American; 
he Stresses, however, “Christianity as 
he best fusion point of all racial dif- 
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BOOKS ON TRIAL 


Some New 


Pamphlets 


Love on Pilgrimage 
by Msgr. Fulton J. Sheen (OSV, 25c) 
Marriage talks broadcast via Cath- 
olic Hour, Feb. through April, 
1946. 


Hail, Holy Queen 
by Very Rev. J. Hugh O’Donnell, 
C.S.C. (OSV, 20c) 
Five Catholic Hour addresses about 
Our Lady, with emphasis on her 
role as Patron of United States. 


Christ and You—Redeemers 
by Felician A. Foy, O.F.M. (SAG, Sc) 


Discusses the nature of religious 
vocation. 


Eucharistic Christ 

tr. Placidus Kempf, O.S.B. (Grail, 10c) 
Brief meditation and aspiration be- 
fore and after Holy Communion, 
one for each day of the month, 
each dwelling on a different aspect 
of Christ. 


The Way Home 
by Valentine Long, O.F.M. (SAG, 5c) 
Some sensible thoughts on death. 


Our Neighbors the Chinese, and 

Our Neighbors the Koreans 

by F. D. David (Maryknoll, each 35c) 
Concentrated but highly readable 
brochures covering history, culture, 
present condition of these two peo- 
ples. By a Maryknoll sister with 
advanced degrees. Junior high up. 


Index to America Catholic 
Pamphlets, Vol. II 
comp. Eugene P. Willging 
(author, $1.25) 
Subject, title, and author lists, plus 
directory of pamphlet publishers, 
records on sales and distribution; 
covering period August, 1942, to 
May, 1946. 


My Greatest Teacher, Claude 

J. Pernin 
by Daniel A. Lord, S.J. (QW, 25c) 
Probably Fr. Lord’s greatest pam- 
phlet; a wholly delightful char- 
acterization of a beloved preceptor, 
who was one of the Jesuit Society’s 
most distinguished litterateurs and 
orators. 
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The Catholic Nurse Makes the 
Holy Hour 
by Rev. Leo F. Griffin (OSV, 10c) 
Meditations in recitation form, for 
special use of the nurse. 


Our Life in Christ 
by William J. Doheny, C.S.C. 
(Newman, 25c) 
Meditations, counsels, prayers to 


aid the soul in its development of 
the Christ-life. 


What Catholics Believe 
by Rev. Alexander M. Harvey 
(author, 25c) 
“Trial” edition of what looks like 
a very practical manual for pro- 
spective converts. 
* * * 


Monumental 72-Vol. 


Series Under Way 
The Writings of the — 
Fathers of the Church 


The Cima Company of New York 
announces that the first two volumes of 
the 72-volume series of the writings of 
the Fathers of the Church are now in 
press. 

Dr. Ludwig Schopp, originator of 
this series, and director of the Editorial 
Board, felt that this monumental proj- 
ect was beyond the capacity of his pub- 
lishing house and consequently turned 
the printing problems over to the Cima 
Company. 

* * 


Beginning Another 


Series of Translations 


Ancient Christian Writers: Vol. I 
ed. Johannes Quasten, Joseph C. Plumpe 
Newman, $2.50 
This volume is the first in a projected 
series of translations of 24 patristic 
writings. There are 99 pages of text, 
44 of notes, and a 14-page index. 
The present volume covers the Epis- 
tles of St. Clement of Rome and St. 
Ignatius of Antioch, translated by 
James A. Kleist, S.J. 





If You Have 
No Regular Dealer 
Order from the 


THOMAS MORE BOOKSHOP 


220 W. Madison St., Chicago 6 
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Americans Abroad 


Love from London 


Gilbert W. Gabriel Mac, $2.50 


Reviewed by Marie Faust 


England is rapidly becoming a country 
foreign to herself, so wrote a tradition- 
alist immediately following the First 
World War. At that remote period the 
Englishman could not have foreseen 
the British Isles when the United Na- 
tions were preparing for the Battle of 
Normandy, when England was occupied 
by invading Americans with their 
wealth of equipment necessary to the 
liberation of Europe. 

What would the oldest inhabitant 
have said of time’s changes in his coun- 
try when he saw whole islands of the 
U.S.A. transplanted in English country- 
side and city? 

It is one of those bits of America in 
London that Gilbert Gabriel has chosen 
for the scene of his novel at Army head- 
quarters in Adelaide Square, a wartime 
London of air raid and buzz bomb, 
meagre rations and jagged nerves that 
the service men find in that momentous 
spring and summer, day before yester- 
day. 

Three GIs are the heroes of this 
story, youths whose broad term “home” 
includes Minnesota, Texas and Boston 
—decidedly Back Bay. Dria, an evacuée 
from Gibralter, the heroine of the novel, 
captivates the three boys. Their interest 
in her, and her idea of America through 
their eyes, gives form to the theme of 
the story. For the young George Apley 
of the group travels with his prejudices 
and is irritably conscious of them. 

The personal problems of these young 
people, youth’s encounter 1944, have 
their climax along with a greater one 
when a rocket bomb brings devastation 
and death to Adelaide Square. 

Despite this tragic and terrible pic- 
ture of our world at that particular 
moment the reader has a journey back 
to another London—the London of long 
ago, when the door of the past opens 
wide occasionally in the reflections and 
reminiscences of Mr. Lightly, erstwhile 
constable, as he patrols his beloved 
streets. These little dramas of memory 
evoke a panorama of unruined splendor 
both pleasant and sad to recall in time 
of destruction. 

The author’s staccato style in the in- 
troduction of his characters and scenes 
has formed the pattern of the entire 
book and prevents that easy flow of 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


graceful writing that characterizes a 
smooth novel. Willy-nilly race prejudice 
seems to be inseparable from modern 
chronicles and must be served to us in 
our novels. No doubt the complexities 
of our day have engaged our author’s 
attention, but we miss the Gilbert Ga- 
briel of magazine and newspaper, the 
critic who entertained and delighted us. 
* * * 


A Real “Vocation” 


Folks Do Get Born 
Marie Campbell Rinehart, $3.00 
Reviewed by Eileen Hall, feature writer 
on the Atlanta Journal, book editor for 
The Bulletin of the Catholic Laymen’s 
Association of Georgia. 


Some counties of rural Georgia have no 
more than one or two doctors to serve 
their entire population 

hospitals at all. Consequently, being 
born used to be something of an ordeal 
and fraught with considerable peril for 
both the new citizen of Georgia and his 
mother. 

So, some 20 years ago, the State 
Board of Health began instructing those 
who served in lieu of doctors, the “gran- 
ny-midwives,” Negro women who de- 
voted their lives to “catching” babies, 
because they considered themselves 
“viewed” by the Lord to do this work, 
even as their pastors received a definite 
call from Him. Qualified midwives were 
then licensed by the state. 

The ranks of the midwives are thin- 
ning, so Marie Campbell’s book about 
them becomes interesting and valuable 
as simple chronicling in the mood of 
folk tales, although as literature it 
shows scant signs of greatness. 

An unusual brand of charm results 
from the mingled humor and sympathy 
with which Miss Campbell, who lives in 
Carrollton, Ga., has told her story. The 
first part of the book is “in the manner 
of explaining” which the midwives 
themselves advised the author to put 
first so that readers would have a back- 
ground for the sketches which follow. 

These incidents, which make up the 
second and by far the most fascinating 
half of the book, are stories gleaned 
from individual midwives. Some are hi- 
lariously funny; some are poignantly 
touching. A reader unfamiliar with 
characters like these may think the 
sketches overdrawn and the odd customs 
and superstitions made up out of whole 
cloth. But we assure you they are not. 
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The naturalness has been toned dow 
if anything. For instance, we wondg 
why Miss Campbell substituted th 
word “Negro” for its common derivatiy 
“nigger” which is in common use 
both whites and blacks of the section 


and would certainly have been the wor 


used by the characters quoted. 

We particularly like Folks Do Gq 
Born because of its warm-hearted ap. 
ceptance of the good qualities of th 
humble subjects of the tales, its gent 
attitude toward their limitations, they 
frailty and ignorance, and because j 
contains no vestige of scorn for eva 
the most unfortunate of them. 

The midwife served (and still does) 
everywhere she was needed. A woman 
color, social status, or even her virty 
was not taken into account. In the sam 
spirit of charity Miss Campbell follow 
her on her rounds. 

w * w 


The Reviewer’s Duty 


Vincent T. Eaton in The Priest: “... 
In judging a book, a reviewer ought 
to consider it not only from the point 
of view of composition, but also from 
the point of view of impact. What ée- 
fect will this book have on the reader? 

“...Very few except the book-revier 
ers read novels critically. Reviewers att 
apt to judge from the literary point d 
view. This author excels in satire, @ 
in character-drawing, they say. They 
look for consistency in the character, 
skillful story-telling, or finesse in com 
position. If these critics have a Cathe 
lic conscience they are concerned wilh 
whether evil is presented as attrat 
tive.... 

“  . . If the critic is a realist ors 
pro-realist in the ‘Romantic-Realist’ a 
gument, his literary conscience and his 
Catholic conscience sometimes conflict 
He then solves his dilemma by assutilg 
himself and those who read his revie? 
that the book in question is for adult 
readers. 

“It is for adult readers that th 
greatest danger lies in the reader-impat 
of a book. Adults, physical or moral, 
read what children, physical or moral 
would not be interested in. And mo 
of them without realizing it, are 
tracted to read further and further 
cause of the very literary excellent 
which the reviewers praise. . . . 

“|. . The characters become as 1 


people and the reader spends a go y 
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jon of their lives with them. He 

inows them better than he knows his 

own relatives. He suffers with them, re- 
... sympathizes.... 

« |. The reviewers .. . are wrong in 
got realizing, or at least in not advert- 
ing to, the fact that the ‘general 
reader’ is critical neither literarily nor 
theologically. ... 

“This is not an appeal for happy end- 

... It is not an appeal for roman- 
ticism or idealism, but for more criticism 
and less unthinking praise. 

“The critic’s duty is not only to the 
thor; it is also to the very human 
abstraction, the general reader.” 

* * * 


With Malice Toward 


None 


A Negro’s Faith in America 

Spencer Logan Mac, $1.75 
Reviewed by Mary Widman, director of 

Blessed Martin de Porres Center, 

Chicago. 

Surely a book noteworthy for its faith 
‘§in America and its magnanimous at- 
titude toward white Americans. The au- 
thor, a staff sergeant in the recent con- 
flict, was still in service when the book 
was finished. One wonders if his mag- 
tanimity and faith would have been so 
marked if the book had been written 
after his discharge from the army. 

The book is small, only 88 pages; yet 
the author covers in a realistic and ob- 
jective manner those subjects always 
brought to the fore in discussions over 
the problem of White America’s attitude 
toward the Negro. Not the least import- 
ant, if one is to judge from the monoto- 
nous regularity with which the subject 
offered as an argument in defence of 
discrimination, is a chapter on mis- 
cegenation. 

Throughout the book, the author 
lever becomes emotional but remains 
evien fttional and calmly analytical. This 
adult latter quality is especially apparent in 
his presentation of those faults of White 
id Colored Americans which are dan- 
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ill efforts which are not un-American; 
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Some New 


Pamphlets 
Love on Pilgrimage 
by Msgr. Fulton J. Sheen (OSV, 25c) 
Marriage talks broadcast via Cath- 


olic Hour, Feb. through April, 
1946. 


Hail, Holy Queen 
by Very Rev. J. Hugh O’Donnell, 
C.S.C. (OSV, 20c) 
Five Catholic Hour addresses about 
Our Lady, with emphasis on her 
role as Patron of United States. 


Christ and You—Redeemers 
by Felician A. Foy, O.F.M. (SAG, Sc) 


Discusses the nature of religious 
vocation. 


Eucharistic Christ 

tr. Placidus Kempf, O.S.B. (Grail, 10c) 
Brief meditation and aspiration be- 
fore and after Holy Communion, 
one for each day of the month, 
each dwelling on a different aspect 
of Christ. 


The Way Home 
by Valentine Long, O.F.M. (SAG, 5c) 
Some sensible thoughts on death. 


Our Neighbors the Chinese, and 

Our Neighbors the Koreans 

by F. D. David (Maryknoll, each 35c) 
Concentrated but highly readable 
brochures covering history, culture, 
present condition of these two peo- 
ples. By a Maryknoll sister with 
advanced degrees. Junior high up. 


Index to America Catholic 
Pamphlets, Vol. Il 
comp. Eugene P. Willging 
(author, $1.25) 
Subject, title, and author lists, plus 
directory of pamphlet publishers, 
records on sales and distribution; 
covering period August, 1942, to 
May, 1946. 


My Greatest Teacher, Claude 

J. Pernin 
by Daniel A. Lord, S.J. (QW, 25c) 
Probably Fr. Lord’s greatest pam- 
phlet; a wholly delightful char- 
acterization of a beloved preceptor, 
who was one of the Jesuit Society’s 
most distinguished litterateurs and 
orators. 
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The Catholic Nurse Makes the 
Holy Hour 


by Rev. Leo F. Griffin (OSV, 10c) 


Meditations in recitation form, for 
special use of the nurse. 


Our Life in Christ 
by William J. Doheny, C.S.C. 
(Newman, 25c) 
Meditations, counsels, prayers to 


aid the soul in its development of 
the Christ-life. 


What Catholics Believe 
by Rev. Alexander M. Harvey 
(author, 25c) 
“Trial” edition of what looks like 
a very practical manual for pro- 
spective converts. 
* * ® 


Monumental 72-Vol. 


Series Under Way 
The Writings of the 
Fathers of the Church 


The Cima Company of New York 
announces that the first two volumes of 
the 72-volume series of the writings of 
the Fathers of the Church are now in 
press. 

Dr. Ludwig Schopp, originator of 
this series, and director of the Editorial 
Board, felt that this monumental proj- 
ect was beyond the capacity of his pub- 
lishing house and consequently turned 
the printing problems over to the Cima 
Company. 

* * * 


Beginning Another 


Series of Translations 


Ancient Christian Writers: Vol. I 
ed. Johannes Quasten, Joseph C. Plumpe 
Newman, $2.50 
This volume is the first in a projected 
series of translations of 24 patristic 
writings. There are 99 pages of text, 
44 of notes, and a 14-page index. 
The present volume covers the Epis- 
tles of St. Clement of Rome and St. 
Ignatius of Antioch, translated by 
James A. Kleist, S.J. 
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Challenges Catholic 


Press © 
Dear Editor: 


Often, as I read your column and 
other literary criticisms in the Catholic 
press, I wonder if others feel, as I do, 
that not only Catholic books, but the 
entire Catholic press is “on trial” in a 
way that might not have seemed pos- 
sible a generation ago. I wonder, too, 
if I am alone in questioning sometimes 
whether publishers, editors and critics 
are meeting this challenge as effectively 
as they might. 


The American public is buying and 
reading books more ravenously than it 
has ever before. The non-Catholic press 
is going to town—offering everything 
from Song of Bernadette to Forever 
Amber, with a preponderance of amber. 
It is, I think, both uncharitable and a 
misstatement of fact to accuse these 
publishers of vicious intent in produc- 
ing books that are mainly of the fleshy 
and atheistic type. 


The publishers are interested in mak- 
ing money; therefore, they print what 
they believe will appeal to the widest 
audience. . . . The fact that most of 
these novels are becoming more and 
more of the immoral and atheistic type 
could very well be due to the fact that 
in the secular world it is currently 
considered brilliant to be agnostic (and 
intellectuals are often a good deal more 
concerned with their own brilliance than 
they are with the truth); and novelists 
with small ability find it much simpler 
to create interest with amorous inci- 
dents than by working out skillful plot 
designs. Following the trends of thought 
which secular colleges have been cre- 
ating, writers are bound to produce nov- 
els which are either superficial or of an 
immoral nature. 


The result of the publishing of these 
books can eventually be only a moral 
disintegration of the public mind, or a 
gradual repudiation by the public. The 
success of such books as The Green 
Years and The World, Flesh and Father 
Smith, shows that readers do not de- 
mand promiscuity or cynicism. Evelyn 
Waugh brought the actuality of sin 
and conscience into the minds of tens 
of thousands who had believed such 
things were no longer mentioned in 
fashionable circles, and was graciously 
received. 
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The leading book club in this coun- 
try admits the loss of some 40 per cent 
of its members every year, so it is obvi- 
ous a great number of readers are dis- 
satisfied with what the publishers are 
giving them—and there is the challenge 
to the Catholic press! 

I know many people who wonder if 
Catholic publishers are aware of the 
possibilities open to them. Catholicism 
is quite the vogue now. In literary cir- 
cles and cafe society one is required 
to speak as knowingly of the Church 
and its doctrines as he is of Freud or 
Lenin. 

Unfortunately, most of the informa- 
tion is garnered from Life magazine, 
antagonistic novels, or the New Re- 
public. Neither the majority of Catho- 
lics, and certainly few non-Catholics 
are reading the lives of the saints or 
the Summa. It’s all right to say that 
they should be, but they aren’t—and 
they won’t. 

The realities of life and religion and 
the true doctrine of the Church will 
never reach them, if Catholic editors 
and publishers see the press as only a 
medium for supplying the clergy, the 
religious and the already piously in- 
clined. 

Now is the time, when the need is 
so great and with the Church having so 
much to offer, for the Catholic press to 
emerge from the shadows of the schools 
and rectories and take its deserved 
place in the world. By confining itself 
to purely theological and religious 
propaganda books, Catholic publishing 
will never be popular or profitable 
enough to attract the best of talent, or 
to engage in effective and extensive ad- 
vertising and distribution. 

There is a great need for non- 
religious historical novels with a true 
historical background to offset the mis- 
truths so often set forth in non-Catholic 
books. 

There is a need for entertaining books 
of romance, adventure and mystery, 
non-religious in tone, but offered as a 
diversion from this type of book which 
is unwholesome. There is also a great 
need for more true realism. No one is 
going to be impressed or influenced by 
characters who seem to live without 
flesh in blessed simplicity, always in a 
world of continual grace. 

Neither is anyone going to be con- 
vinced that perfection is attained in 
all things merely because one is a mem- 
ber of the Church. 
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This letter is not intended as a q 
demnation of all the splendid work thy 
the Catholic press is doing, but rath 
an expression of hope, which must 
shared by many, that Catholic publig 
ers will seize the present opportuni 
to reach the many thousands of readey 
both inside and out of the Church 
would joyously welcome a greater vay 
ety of good, wholesome, entertainiy 
and serious, Christian literature. 

Don G. Hocarty, 


Davenport, Iowa. 
* * * 


Profit Sharing 
Dear Editor: 

Several of your comments on eq 
nomic subjects have stimulated us | 
think along new lines. Our group wor 
like your opinion on the enclosed pan 
phlet, titled Workers Should Share i 
the Profits They Help to Create whid 
shows that employees of the Jos 
company who paid $100 a year im 
a profit-sharing fund for 25 years 
ceived over $30,000; and those 
paid $200 a year received over $6; 
000. Why couldn’t every employer 
equally charitable? 

A Stupy Grovp, 
St. Louis 


* * * 


I answer reluctantly, since any bri 
answer is liable to be misunderstood. 
I feel quite certain that this auth 
is thoroughly sincere, but I think hi 
title is misleading, and that he} 
missed the point of the Joslyn proje 

The inference is that other compat 
might have duplicated Joslyn’s succ# 
had they been so inclined. My belief! 
that not one in a thousand could hi 
done so—perhaps one in 10,000 migi 
be more nearly correct. . 

The project is a pure, ice-cold bu 
ness proposition. By way of illust 
tion, one might compare the Jos 
company to an “all star” aggregalid 
so well coached and led that any @ 
cept the most resourceful, aggressit 
and competent would-be competitor 
this company’s very special 
wouldn’t have a chance. 

Study and discuss the problem i 
this angle, and I think you will ¥ 
the danger involved in drawing come 
sions from superficial observation 
which all-too-prevalent practice on! 
part of numerous inadequately info 
writers and reviewers is playing diretl 
into the hands of the enemy.—# 
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of The New Juveniles 


tha Here is a list of the first of the Fall 
"E cop of Juveniles. Other new titles will 
be announced when they become avail- 
able. The annotation appearing below 
rach book is not an evaluation, only a 
description. Reviews will appear in suc- 
ceeding issues. A selective list of the 
new picture-books is in preparation for 
next issue. 


1 § INTERMEDIATE GRADES 


lovely Gate Set Wide 
ed. Sister Margaret Patrice, S.S.J. 
Bruce, $2.00 
Poetry anthology for Catholic chil- 
dren of all ages. An event. 


wm Hunters of Souls 
Sister M. Jean Dorcy, O. P. 


be Bruce, $2.00 
| Pal Dominican saints and beati describ- 
are j ed in Sr. Jean’s lovely way. 

whit 

Jos Positive Pete 

r ia Phil Stong D M, $2.00 
, Lovable tale of an opinionated cock- 
urs er spaniel, 


$60.8 Prince Godfrey: Twelve Wondrous Tales 
yer bi Halina Gorska Roy, $3.00 
Unfamiliar and charming folk liter- 
ature—the Polish King Arthur ro- 
mances. 


Tales from the Land of Simba 
George D. Lipscomb Beechhurst, $2.50 
Five exciting Kiplingesque tales of 
the jungles. 






Narizona's Holiday 

Covelle Newcomb L G, $2.00 
Delightful story of Mexican chil- 
dren. 
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Ry It Away 
Henry B. Lent Mac, $2.00 
Inside story of airplane manufac- 
ture, with plenty of pictures. 









Adventure in Tunisia 
Dahris Martin Messner, $2.00 
Stresses fundamental similarities 
between different races. 









What to Do Now 
Tina Lee Doubleday, $2.00 
A how to-make-it book to develop 
skills and crafts in youngsters. 








The Adventures of Arab 

n fi Louis Slobodkin Mac, $2.00 
‘I Gay, delicious fantasy about a mer- 

head ry-go-round horse who changes 
one places with an old coach horse. 

tions Children will love. 
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The Burro Tamer 

Florence Hayes Random, $2.00 
Long, colorful story of New Mexico 
-E folk. Also for older children. 
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A Candle Burns for France 


Blanche Jennings Thompson 
Bruce, $1.50 
New type of saints’-lives. Seven 
great French saints appear in a 
vision to little French exile. Cure of 
Ars is Master of Ceremonies. Lovely 
Seredy artwork. Choice. 


Chukchi Hunter 
Dorothy Stall Morrow, $2.00 
Life in a primitive Siberian outpost 
close to the Pole. Illuminating detail 
and good plot. 


Mr. Nip and Mr. Tuck in the Air 
Caroline D. Emerson Dutton, $2.00 
Couples animal adventure with 
planes and parachutes in a gay, en- 
tertaining manner; stresses charity, 
consideration of others. 


Escape from the Nuisances 
Barbara Chapman Oxford, $2.00 
Several English children with lively 
imaginations play “Indian” with all 
the gestures. 


Marta the Doll 
Eloise Lownsbery L G, $2.00 
Beautiful tale from Poland. 


The End of Long John Silver 
David William Moore Crowell, $2.00 
The famous Stevenson character 
emerges in new exciting sea ad- 
ventures. 


Miss Hickory 
Carolyn Sherwin Bailey Viking, $2.50 
Charming fantasy of an animated 
apple-wood twig with a hickory-nut 
head. 


Blackjack 
Thomas C. Hinkle Morrow, $2.00 
Story of a ranch dog who fights off 
a group of desperate outlaw-dogs. 


The Flying House 
Ruth and Latrobe Carroll Mac, $2.00 
Entertaining fantasy of a traveling 
salesman who takes his family with 
him all over New England—in their 
helicopter home. 


River Boy of Kashmir 
Jean Bothwell Morrow, $2.00 
Experiences of a poor Indian lad at 
school. Interesting material. 


Bayou Boy 
Eleanor Frances Lattimore 

Morrow, $2.00 
Amusing story of family life among 
the Negroes of Louisiana. As in My 
Dog Rinty the race angle is not 
treated as an issue, and the colored 
folk are represented as being nor- 
mal stable American citizens. 


Abe Lincoln and His Times 
Enid LaMonte Meadowcroft 
Crowell, $2.50 
Unusual picture-biography, many 
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rare photographs, with interesting 
text. Of importance to all Lincoln 
amateurs. 


Ride, Cowboy, Ride 
Billy Warren R &H, $2.50 
Humorous, exciting “western” with 
authentic cowboy data. 


The Visiting Jimpsons 
Irmengarde Eberle R & H, $2.00 
Three thoughtful, admirable chil- 
dren in search of a home. 


The Four Friends 
Eleanor Horrmann Mac, $2.00 
Four farm animals in the Puerto 
Rico tropics take matters into their 
own hands—for a very good reason. 
Charming. 


A Junior's Missal 
Mary J. Irwin author, 25c 
The most important Mass prayers, 
plus helpful running commentary, 
reflections, photographs, to help the 
young child in fuller participation 
in Mass. 


JUNIOR HIGH 
BOYS AND GIRLS 


Joe Mason, Apprentice to Audubon 
Charlie May Simon Dutton, $2.75 
A leading artist (Henry C. Pitz) 
and a leading Juvenile author col- 
laborate on a finely narrated, richly 
informative tale of Audubon’s trek 
to Louisiana. 


Dragon Prows Westward 
William H. Bunce H B, $2.00 
If the Vikings did land in Massa- 
chusetts A.D. 1000, they had an ezx- 
citing time of it, according to this 
carefully researched, fictionized ac- 
count. 


Cowdog 
Ned Andrews Morrow, $2.00 
Well-written, appealing story of a 
cowboy and his dog. 


Starlight 
Regina J. Woody Morrow, $2.00 
Another story of devotion, this time 
between a girl and her horse, with 
a seaside background. Especially for 
girls. 


The Scrapper: Camp Blazing Rock 
Leland Silliman Winston, $2.00 
Tim’s prejudices against camp-life 
dissolve, and his character develops 
in the process. Especially for boys. 


Black River Captive 
West Lathrop Random, $2.00 
Artistically projected story of pio- 
neering along the Connecticut in the 
early day. Fine western New-Eng- 
land backgrounds and a poignant 
theme. 
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Bengey and the Beast 
Olaf Baker D M, $2.75 
Refreshingly novel story of haunts 
and habits of woodsy animals of old 
England. 


Pat Rides the Trail 
Genevieve Torry Eames 


Messner, $2.00 
Good sportsmanship, surprises, plen- 
ty of horses. 
The Lion's Paw 
Robb White Doubleday, $2.00 


Mystery, adventure, crime-detecting 
in the Everglades and Gulf. 


Castle of Adventure 
Enid Blyton Mac, $2.00 
Deserted castle, hideout of the coun- 
try’s enemy, investigated by four 
English children. 


Mystery at Laughing Water 
Dorothy Maywood Bird Mac, $2.00 
Expert camping story laid in North 
Michigan woods. For girls. 


Australia Calling 
Margaret L. Macpherson DM, $2.50 
Two youngsters learn about Austra- 
lia by visiting a “Flying Doctor.” 
Informative and entertaining. 


The Haunted Apartment 
Margaret Sutton D M, $2.00 
Four motherless girls face the pros- 
pect of a second mother, and solve 
some mysteries as well. 


Mystery of the Turquoise Frog 
Rutherford Montgomery 
Messner, $2.00 
Conflict of the old and new civiliza- 
tions, plus adventures and much 
Indian lore, concentrated in one Na- 
vajo girl. 


The People Upstairs 
Phillis Cote Doubleday, $2.00 
Stagestruck girl in a small town 
family is principle in this domestic 
story. 


Tradition 
Anne Emery Vanguard, $2.50 
A most significant story of two Ni- 
sei children and what they suffer in 
a conservative, bigoted community. 
Strikes hard at racial prejudice. 
For senior highschool also. 


Wild Waters 
Lewis S. Miner Messner, $2.00 
Delightful story of a cub pilot on 
the Mississippi prior to the Civil 
War. 


Secret of Baldhead Mountain 
Martin Colt Messner, $2.00 
Thrilling story of adventures inci- 
dental to constructing a_ tunnel 
through a mountain. 
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Mystery of the Scarlet Staircase 
Dixie Willson D M, $2.00 
Baxter family’s housing problem 
takes them to an old, haunted man- 
sion. 


The Road to Music 
Nicolas Slonimsky D M, $2.50 
Entertaining, accurate, informative 
introduction to musical theory. 


The Wonderful Day 


Elizabeth Coatsworth Mac, $2.00 
Another in the “Sally” saga of pio- 
neering. 

Northward to Albion 
Rosemary Sprague Roy, $2.50 


Narrative account of Bruttys, great- 
grandson of Aeneas, legendary first 
king of England. Based on Geoffrey 
of Monmouth. 


Rumble of a Distant Drum 
Mary L. Jobe Akeley D M, $2.50 
Record of a safari across half of 
Africa, with a 10-year-old native 
boy for hero. 


Green Garnet Mystery 
Jane Selkirk D M, $2.00 
Much sleuthing to find a certain 
jewel in an ancient mansion in Geor- 
gia hinterlands. 


Julia and the White House 
Eleanor Wilson McAdoo D M, $2.00 
President Wilson’s daughter tells 
how it feels to live in the White 
House, in a fictionized version, cor- 
rect in detail. 


Stranger at the Inlet 
Charles Strong Messner, $2.00 
Two boys of scientific bent help cap- 
ture a real criminal. 


Rommany Luck 
Patricia Gordon Viking, $2.00 
Gypsy life in Elizabethan England, 
with a boy and his dog in leading 
roles. 


The Rain Forest 
Armstrong Sperry Mac, $2.00 
A 14-year-old motherless boy, son of 
an ornithologist, explores the rainy 
jungles of New Guinea with a na- 
tive lad. Plenty of action and in- 
formation. 


SENIOR HIGH 
BOYS AND GIRLS 


Straight from the Shoulder 


Rev. Thomas Hosty Bruce, $1.50 
Reviewed. 
Search for Glory 
Kevin Guinagh L G, $2.50 


Fictionized story of Pilatre de Ro- 
zier, who contrived first lighter- 
than-air craft, in 18th C. Distin- 
guished. 
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Royal Banners Fly 
Anne Kuhn 
Reviewed. 


Bruce, $15) 


Personality Plus! 
Sheila John Daly DM, $2 
Some very solid sense to this, 
some sound Christian philos 
well camouflaged by jivey terming, 
ogy. 


Riding High 
Lenora Mattingly Weber 
Crowell, $2.5) 
Competent writing and control ¢ 
materials mark these stories 
ranch life by Catholic author. 


Red Heritage 
Merritt Parmalee Allen LG, $23 
Exciting tale with authenticated & 
tail, with background of Mohauk 
Valley Indian battles during Ame 
ican Revolution. Outstanding. 


On to Oregon! 
Honore Morrow Morrow, $25) 
New edition, attractively illustrate, 
of American classic. 


Westward the Course 
Hildegarde Hawthorne, LG, $250 
Thrilling reading is this account 0 
the Lewis and Clark expedition. 


Gateway 
Amelia Elizabeth Walden 
Morrow, $25) 
Two girls of vastly different back 
grounds and personalities learn th 
secret of understanding, charity 
and other virtues. 


The Silver Strain 
Kathrene Pinkerton H B, $2 
The blessings and misfortunes 
fox-fur farming in Ontario underli 
this good story of young heroism 


Five Acre Hill 
Paul Corey Morrow, $2. 
Well-known agronomistic 
succeeds most engagingly in gettin 
at least one American family 
to the country. Excellent stuff. 








Thomas Jefferson 
Frank and Cortelle Hutchins 
LG, $25 
Sound, readable, un-fictionized biog 
raphy of one of our most 
heroes. Suitable also for adults. 








Miss Navy Junior 
Jean Dupont Miller D M, $20 
Navy life as interpreted through# 
small town Iowa girl and her av 
age family, suddenly tra 








Son of the Land 
Ivy Bolton Messner, $2.00 
Richly-hued, adventuresome tale # 

the England of Richard Il, w@ 
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® ‘tips have mounted fantastically. One company 


BOOKS ON TRIAL was hardly under way before 
we began receiving requests to form a book club. 
Similar requests have continued month by 
month during the intervening years. 

In some cases, the requests and suggestions 
received had to do with prices; in other cases, 
with the quality of the books; but, in the great 
majority of cases, the interest of those writing 
us was in having a Club that would allow its 
members a wider choice of titles. 

The new Thomas More Book Club will offer 
the best general-interest books available, at a 
saving in cost, and will provide for a wide choice 
in the way of selections. 

Our staff of experienced, tested critics and 
reviewers are constantly reading “galleys,” or 
advance copies, of forthcoming books. Mem- 
bership in the new club will bring with it the 
many benefits of this continual search for books 
worth buying and worth reading. 


Ww Ww Ww 
Why Join a Book Club? 


Reader interest in books has been increas- 
ing steadily year after year. Book club member- 


THE NEW 


THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 


IS NOW IN OPERATION 


alone has more than 2,500,000 members in 
three clubs it sponsors. In most of the big clubs, 


the “turnover” in memberships is so great that 
it is difficult to know just how many there may 
be at any given time. 

Various reasons are given for joining clubs. 
One of the best is this: 

“I know I ought to read more books, but ’'m 
busy, and if left to myself I'd put off getting 
them. By joining a book club, I am continually 
reminded.” 

But probably the strongest reason is that of 
cost. Practically no lover of books is ever able 
to afford all the books he would like to own. And 
there are many who must make every penny 
count. In both cases, the reduced cost is a factor. 


Ww Ww x“ 
No Ceilings 


Wisely, books were exempted from OPA con- 
trols, but retail prices are subject to the provi- 
sions of the Fair Trade Practice Act. Book club 
members become eligible for price reductions 
in return for their agreement to buy a minimum 
number of books during each year of their 
membership. 











The Amount of the Saving 


The cost of the paper and cloth in a book is 
relatively small in proportion to the cost of 
editing, royalties, composition, printing and dis- 
tribution. Consequently, when a book is printed 
in large quantities the cost per copy drops tre- 
mendously. 

Book clubs deal in volume, and the distribu- 
tion is more or less automatic—a great saving 
over having to handle each sale separately. Re- 
duced costs to members is, therefore, possible. 


eX Ww Ww 


Dealers’ Sales 

When the book clubs first began operations, 
it was estimated that there were abont 200,000 
people in this country who bought books regu- 
larly. At the present time, it is estimated that 
book clubs alone have more than 5,000,000 
members. 

In those early days, book dealers objected 
violently to clubs. They claimed that the clubs 
took business away from the dealers. In certain 
eases, that is still true. But, after a time, it was 
found that the activities of the book clubs that 
advertised and publicized their selections helped 
the sales of active, alert dealers—and that also 
is still true. 

In the past, BOOKS ON TRIAL has not 
favored clubs that “do nothing for the book” 
—and its policy has not changed in this respect. 
The Thomas More Book Club plan provides for 
dealer participation. 


Ww Ww Ww 
The Thomas More Plan 


Under this plan, advance notices of all selec- 
tions will be sent to members—who may then 
decide whether or not they want the book, or 
books, offered. 

No advance payment is required, and a mem- 
ber need not take any book he does not want. 


He agrees (in order to meet legal requirements) 


é 








to buy a minimum of four books during eag, 
full year his membership remains in effect. 

The Thomas More Book Club will offer Sing 
Selections (one book); and also, as frequently 
as possible, Dual Selections (two books). 

In the case of Dual Selections, a member may 
take both books, at reduced prices; or he may 
take either book, or neither. 

Our first offering is a Dual Selection—tyo 
books at $3.00 and $2.75. The regular retail 
price of these two books is $5.75. 

3.75 


A saving of $2.00, or more 
than 33144%. (Postage charges will add a fey 
cents to the member’s cost.) 


The price to members is . 


The purchase of one of the books will count 
toward a dividend. For each five Single Selec 
tions purchased, a Free Dividend will be given, 
If at any time, the current book is not wanted, 
any available past selection may be substituted 
if the member so desires. 


wx Ww Ww 
Number of Titles 


It is not possible to guarantee in advance hov 
many Dual Selections can be offered during 1 
year’s time. The number will depend on hov 
many of the available books meet with the ap 
proval of our staff. The more good books we 
ean find, the more different titles we can offer 
from which members may choose, and books 
will be offered only when they meet our tr 
quirements. 


Ww Ww Ww 


Kind of Books 
In general, Thomas More Book Club selet 
tions will be for adult reading, and will m0 
be strictly spiritual. We expect, however, to it 
clude books of a spiritual nature from time” 
time, as well as books suitable for high achool 


reading. 
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Our First Selection 


The Miracle of the Bells, 
by Russell Janney, $3.00 


Truths Men Live By, 
by Rev. John A. O’Brien, $2.75 

Our first two offerings are widely different 
in form and style, but both are informed by 
the same realization of truths and values. The 
Miracle of the Bells, good-natured, whimsical, 
and unsophisticated, is the tale of a press agent’s 
stunt that developed into a series of happenings 
outdistancing Malachy’s Miracle. A young girl 
from a Pennsylvania mining town died in Holly- 
wood just as she had reached the success for 
which she had struggled and slaved? Her father, 
a Coaltown ne’er-do-well, had been buried with- 
out benefit of church bells—or full payment to 
the undertaker—a fate she could not contem- 
plate for herself. Her meager savings were just 
enough to pay off the old score, and to provide 
for her own simple funeral. The ringing of the 
Coaltown church bells led to all manner of fan- 
tastic, but spiritually profitable, results. 

That’s about the extent to which we think we 
should comment on the book in advance of pub- 
lication (it will be published Sept. 9th), except 
to mention that the advance demand is said to 
have broken all records for any book not select- 
ed by one of the big book clubs. 

We are not interested in such records in 
themselves, but in wholesome, entertaining, 
well-written fiction that will enrich and satisfy 
the generality of our readers — who are dis- 
enchanted with the corrupt, viciously demoral- 
ing merchandise that has been passing for 
“contemporary fiction.” 

Uproariously humorous, The Miracle of the 
Bells has also “brought tears to the eyes of hard- 


ened booksellers” who have read it. It is elo- 


quent, colorful, reverent, Catholic, and full of 
action. We have had it read by priests, sisters, 


laymen and laywomen, and they have approved 
it without a dissenting vote. 

The “Miracle” is in no sense great literature. 
Those who stay away from the circus for fear 
that the clowns may be ungrammatical are fully 
entitled to criticize the supply of wordage—and 
some of the conversions are rather sudden— 
not fully motivated or developed from a literary 
standpoint—but the Grace of God does not de- 
fer to esthetics—and several people we know 
have read the book a second time with relish. 

The book was not written for high school 
students—who should be well occupied with 
essentials. It has a few “hells” and “damns” 
where necessary to the character of the conver- 
sation, but no more than are heard in everyday 
life, and there are lessons against greed, com- 
placency and selfishness. 

Truths Men Live By (reviewed on a ones 
page) is the latest, greatest apologetical work 
of Rev. John A. O’Brien, and a worthy suc- 
cessor to his perennial Catholic best-seller, The 
Faith of Millions. 

Father O’Brien is professor of the Philosophy 
of Religion at the University of Notre Dame. 
For twenty-two years he was director of the 
Newman Club which he founded at the Univer- 
sity of Illinois. In his 30 years of experience in 
teaching religion to college students and lectur- 
ing he has gained matchless proficiency in con- 
veying difficult truths in lucid laymen’s terms. 

Simple in style and popular in language, 
Truths Men Live By sets forth the basic truths 
of religion, with illustrations of their applica- 
tions in every aspect of life right down to the 
A-bomb. The author’s rich experience, plus the 
brilliant logic of his smoothly unfolding argu- 
ments, enhance the value of this book—which 
should be read and treasured. 

As to high school age, the book is, perhaps, 
too heavy to be read in its entirety by most high 
school students, but it is one which every fac- 
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ulty member should take to heart, and to which where any serious reading is done—and in ever 
mature juniors and seniors should be “exposed” public library. 

—many of its passages will appeal strongly to Between the two books—‘“The Miracle” an 
the development of their intellectual require- Truths Men Live By, a panorama of religion, ip 
ments. It should be in every Catholic home theory and in practice, passes before one’s eyes, 
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NOTE: These insert pages are not numbered, and the coupon 
may be removed without destroying the page sequence. ' 


Under present printing conditions, we reserve the right to 
limit the number of applications accepted. 


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION é 


The Thomas More Book Shop, 
220 W. Madison Street, 
Chicago 6, Illinois. 


Please enroll me as a member of the Thomas More Book Club, and send me advance notices and descriptions of futur ¢, 
selections in order that I may then decide whether or not I want the book or books offered. 

I understand that you will offer Single Selections, and also frequent Dual Selections. When Dual Selections (two books 4 
reduced prices) are offered, I may reject either book, or both books. If I purchase only one of the books it will count as! 
Single Selection toward a Free Dividend. I agree to buy at least four books each full year that I am a member in ordert My 
qualify for reduced prices and free dividends. For each five Single Selections purchased, I am to receive a FREE divide | 
book. 

On approval of my application you are to send me the current selection. 











Ro 
Mr. 
Name Mrs. (Please print) ale 
Miss 
Street and No 
My 


Age (if under 21) 








Stencil made. 
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expert at historical fiction for the 
young. 
2 
in the Mill 

Helen Girvan Rinehard, $2.00 
Mysterious goings-on in French Can- 
ada, all because of two identical 
cousins. 


Heart of Danger 
Howard Pease Doubleday, $2.00 
Exciting episode of World War II in 
France, with emphasis on the fight 
against fascism. 


future for Sale 
Adele de Leeuw Mac, $2.00 
Worthwhile career book about the 
neglected profession of department 
store merchandizing and managing. 


Winging Her Way 
Patricia O’Malley D M, $2.00 
For air-minded girls; heroine is now 
assistant to public relations director 
of global airline. Informative, ro- 
mantic. 


Guns Over Champlain 
Leon W. Dean Rinehart, $2.00 
The War of 1812, Vermont salient, 
told in terms of one lad who enlisted 
in the Navy; brilliant background 
starring history-heavy Lake Cham- 
plain. 


The Plastics Industry, and, 
The Rubber Industry 
new ed. Josephine Perry L G, $2.00 
One new title and one reissue in the 
excellent “America at Work” series. 


Golden Sovereign 
Dorothy Lyons H B, $2.00 
Fine yarn about a palomino, by an 
author who knows horses. 


Wheat Rancher 
William Marshall Rush LG, $2.25 
Tale of a boy who made a profession 
of his love for ranching. 


Cavalry Mount 
Fairfax Downey D M, $2.50 
Indian wars in Texas, a noble Mor- 
gan horse, historic atmosphere. 


Mystery at Battery Ridge 
Alan Gregg Doubleday, $2.00 
Thrilling adventure with the U.S. 
Mexican Border Patrol. For boys. 


Romance for Rosa 
Rachel M. Varble Doubleday, $2.00 
Unusual theme to this historical 
novel—young London girl of 1660 
indentures herself for the colony of 
Virginia. 


Mystery of the Spanish Saber 
L. A. Wadsworth Rinehart $2.00 
Story of two dissimilar brothers, 
and the complications they get into 
a note. Good characteriza- 
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John of America 
Loring MacKaye L G, $2.50 
Delightful early American setting. 


Bob Flame Among the Navajo 
Dorr G. Yeager D M, $2.00 
Colorful background of native cere- 
monials and history in this Arizona 
story. 


Fly Away Home 
Fjeril Hess Mac, $2.00 
Colorado girl spends a year in New 
York City. Good study in regional 

differences. 


Black Sheep Patrol 
Stanley Pashko Roy, $2.50 
Interesting lore, useful skills, en- 
hance this Boy Scout adventure 
story. 


Henry Morgan, Pirate 
Rosita Forbes R & H, $2.50 
Exciting fare—if it doesn’t give the 
younger reader ideas. 


The Hidden Treasure of Glaston 
Eleanore M. Jewett Viking, $2.50 
Choice and brilliant tale set in the 
Middle Ages. A standout among 
current Juveniles. 


Mystery at Lonesome End 
Myna Lockwood Oxford, $2.00 
Cape Cod mystery for girls. 


Betsy in Spite of Herself 
Maud Hart Lovelace Crowell, $2.50 
More chronicles of Betsy, highschool 
sophomore of 1907. Authentic. 


Ann Bartlett on Stateside Duty 
Martha Johnson Crowell, $2.00 
Navy nurse on duty at shore hos- 
pital; works with psychoneurotics 
and P.O.W.s; marries her fiance. 
Career book. 


The Sword and the Scythe 
Jay Williams Oxford, $2.00 
A German lad of 14th C. engages in 
the Peasants’ War. 


Old Con and Patrick 
Ruth Sawyer Viking, $2.00 
Wonderful tale of a young crippled 
lad, with Irish background. 


The Sea Is Blue 
Marie A. Lawson Viking, $2.00 
Nantucket tale of a boy whose voca- 
tion is sailing and hobby is dream- 
ing. 


The Secret Door 
Covelle Newcomb D M, $2.50 
Charming story of Kate Greenaway, 
pioneer illustrator. 


The Modern Wonder Book of Trains 


and Railroading 
Norman Carlisle Winston, $2.50 


Big, meaty, excellently illustrated 
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account of development of railroads, 
rich in fact and lore. 


The United Nations 
Louis Dolivet Farrar, $2.00 
Handbook on UNO, containing help- 
ful explanations, charts, texts. 
Adults also. 


NEW DOLLAR REPRINTS 


Cheerful news for librarians with 
limited budgets is the announcement 
that ten of Rinehart’s most successful 
Juvenile stories (junior and senior high 
level) are being reprinted in attractive 
format for $1.00 each. Series includes: 

Blue Treasure, by Helen Girvan 

Phantom on Skis, by Helen Girvan 

Chateau of the Swan, by Rupert Sargent 
Holland 

Keeper of the Wolves, by Norma Bicknell 
Mansfield 

Lucy Ellen, by Frances Fitzpatrick Wright 

The Southpaw, by Donal Hamilton Haines 

Triple Threat, by Donal Hamilton Haines 

Canyon of Whispers, by L. A. Wadsworth 

‘Mystery Of Pirate's Point, by L. A. Wads- 
worth 

O'Reilly of Notre Dome, by Francis Wallace 


High School Boys 
and Girls 


Good Troupers All: Story of 
Joseph Jefferson 
Gladys Malvern Macrae, $2.50 
Reviewed by Theresa O’Neil 


Gladys Malvern is fast becoming one 
of my favorite authors of juvenile 
books. Her Valiant Minstrel, the story 
of Sir Harry Lauder, was most credit- 
able. The story of Joseph Jefferson is 
an equally colorful and well written 
tale. 


The book should be of great interest 
to young people who are theater fans 
(and what young people are not?). It 
shows the growth of the theater move- 
ment in America. The central character 
is the magnificent Joseph Jefferson, who 
played the part of Rip van Winkle for 
38 years, and who had a drawing power 
never equalled in theatrical history. 
There are also in the book many side- 
lights on Edwin Booth and other great 
actors of the previous generation. 


The family life of the Jeffersons was 
exemplary. They had an almost unbe- 
lievable struggle against poverty and 
actual starvation. They were frozen, 
stranded in the wilderness, feared and 
detested by hostile backwoodsmen, but 
at all times they maintained a high 
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standard of acting and exemplified the 
expression “The show must go on!” 
Morally, the whole troupe had impec- 
cable standards of conduct. Actors at 
that time were held in such low esteem 
that a famous church would not hold 
funeral services for one; so they went to 
“the little church around the corner” 
which has since been called the actors’ 
chapel. 

Thus, Gladys Malvern has presented 
a well-told biography. The characters 
are real; the dialogue, interesting; and 
there is a wealth of historical material. 
In fact, the book is a choice sample of 
Americana. And, in passing, one can 
hardly refrain from making comparisons 
with modern actors, with the result that 
both theatrically and morally the mod- 
erns fall far short of the Jefferson-Booth 
ideals. 

An excellent junior biography; a good 
book to have in a library. 


* * w 


Two of Exceptional 
Merit for Teen-A gers 
Straight from the Shoulder 


Rev. Thomas J. Hosty Bruce, $1.50 
Royal Banners Fly 
Anna Kuhn Bruce, $1.50 


Reviewed by Richard Butler, O.P. 


Two noteworthy new books have ap- 
peared to swell the growing library of 
worthwhiie juvenile literature. Once a 
market for mediocre scribblers, and 
often degenerating into a reservoir of 
waste material, the Catholic juvenile 
field is gaining new vigor from young 
writers who possess that rare combina- 
tion of zeal and ability. A bright blue 
ribbon to the Bruce family for giving 
us a winning double-header, and for en- 
couraging the likes of Father Tom 
Hosty and Anna Kuhn. 

Straight From The Shoulder com- 
prises twelve talks, or “spiritual bull- 
sessions,” for high school and college 
youth. You can be sure that the bobby- 
sox and crew-cut brigade will like these 
unique doctrinal conferences, for they 
have been successfully tried by the au- 
thor who is a popular young member 
of the Chicago Archdiocesan Mission 
band. Father Hosty has given numerous 
retreats to high school and college 
groups. He knows what they need and, 
what is equally necessary, he knows 
their idiom. 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


In a racy yet reverent manner, Father 
Tom discusses such pertinent subjects as 
charity, purity, obedience, Confession, 
Communion, vocations, Christ the divine 
model. With his feet on the earth and 
his head in the heavens, this young 
priest delivers his punches with a gentle 
vigor and clothes the eternal verities 
with the pictorial jargon of the “coke” 
crowd. His material and style are per- 
fectly attuned to the needs of youth, 
and his frequent and familiar similes 
and metaphors lend a unique concrete- 
ness to this thorough exposition of 
Christian doctrine. 


But if Father Hosty fails, and I think 
he at least overshoots his mark at times, 
it is the inevitable failing of trying too 
hard. When moulding sacred material 
into popular form a writer or speaker 
can easily shock when he intends to 
edify, and when speaking to the young 
there is the added danger of imitating 
not only their healthy freshness, but 
also their unhealthy, albeit, unwitting, 
cockiness and flippancy. 


But the few shocks which you may 
experience from Straight from the 
Shoulder (I know I felt uncomfortable 
at times) should not detract from the 
general excellence of these conferences. 
I do wish the author had toned down 
a few spots; and I also wish he had 
eliminated the wholly unnecessary apol- 
ogy of the first chapter, as well as the 
postscript to parents. 

Nevertheless, this book should be 
recommended, It skillfully fills a vital 
need. Truly it’s tops for teen-agers. 

In Royal Banners Fly (the title 
wasn’t too happy a choice) Miss Kuhn 
writes for a slightly lower age level, 
certainly high school boys and girls and 


perhaps the brighter ones in the uppe 
grades. We have had many collections 
of saints’ lives. Here is a collection of 
eight biographies of contemporary me 
“who have contributed to the spirity 
progress of the world.” With such , 
vague and generalized basis, the author 
selection is of course arbitrary and yoy 
can debate her choices all you like, } 
really doesn’t matter. The fact is that 
she has skillfully drawn brief pen-pic. 


excellent models for hero-loving youths 


Louis Pasteur, Joyce Kilmer (perhaps 
I should have said fairly contemporary), 


of the subjects are men, these biogra 
phies will especially appeal to boys, | 
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tures of eight historical figures who ar 


The subjects are: Father Damien 


Knute Rockne, G. K. Chesterton, Com. 
mander John J. Shea (hero of the Wasp 
sinking during the Pacific War), Father 
Flanagan and Pope Pius XII. Since al 


liked the Father Damien sketch beg 
and the Father Flanagan portrait a 
pealed to me least (perhaps because of 
the sudden change to an interview form 
of writing, and the “big business” im 
pression I received). 

I believe that the young readers wil 
especially like the sketches of Father 
Damien, Knute Rockne, Commande 
Shea and the Holy Father. G. K. Che 
terton and Joyce Kilmer, by the vey 
nature of their personalities and work, 
will probably have the least appeal to 
an audience more engaged in action 
than contemplation. 

But all of these brief biographies ar 
well-written. They are told simply, pit 
torially, interestingly. And they provide 
true heroes to replace the stale fictioml 
images of Batmen and Supermen. 





CATHOLIC VS. SECULAR “JUVENILES” 


We indeed regret that lack of 
space prevents publication in this 
issue of an article of the above title 
by Theresa O’Neil. 

Miss O’Neil is a keen, discerning 
student of the likes and dislikes of 
teen-age readers. She is also a loved 
and respected teacher who knows 
from long experience the effect of 
reading on youthful minds, and her 
reviews in Booxs ON TRIAL have 
been highly praised for judgment and 
perspicacity. 


Miss O’Neil follows the practice 
of never recommending a Juvenile 
until she has had it read by several 
young people of the age for which 
it was intended. 

Her 10-page article, which probes 
the problem of the poverty of Catho- 
lic Juveniles, should be read by every 
secondary and elementary school 
English teacher and librarian. It will 
appear in the next issue of Booxs 
ON TRIAL. 
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A City for Lincoln 
John R. Tunis HB, $2.00 


Reviewed by Theresa O'Neil 


John R. Tunis has a vivid reportorial 
style that is quite convincing. The po- 
litical implications in this book, how- 
ever, are open to question. 

Even though the political situation 
in a city is a muddle, the idea of 
youngsters’ taking active part in a cam- 
paign is of doubtful value. To prove 
his point, the author presents a corrupt 
municipal set-up and a live-wire, he- 
man athletic coach of high ideals and 
incorruptible character, who, with the 
help of the youngsters, wins the fight 
to become mayor. There are some inter- 
esting junior court scenes in which of- 
fenders are tried with a Solomon-like 
impartiality. 

There would certainly be great hope 
for the future if all youngsters acted 
as nobly and unselfishly as those pic- 
tured. But I could not help wondering 
just how these children had developed 
such staunch, upright, unswerving char- 
acters when their own parents were 
either weak or corrupt. Characters are 
formed by the home, the Church, and 
the school. In this case the homes were 
weak; there was no evidence of Church; 
and everyone knows the failure of 
schools to develop character. These 
wonderful characters simply sprang 
full-grown into being. I, for one, am not 
$0 optimistic about modern youth—but 
the book was interesting reading. 

* * * 


Study of a Miracle 
The Life of the Queen Bee 


Louis Sutherland Beechhurst, $2.50 
Reviewed by Josephine Drabek, Grail- 
ville, Ohio. 


“A hive of bees is a family of bees.” 
Typical of Mr. Louis Sutherland’s ap- 
proach to the engrossing study of the 
life of the bee is this statement in the 
opening chapter of his latest work, The 
life of the Queen Bee. Here we have in 
asimply told narrative, devoid of tech- 
tical details, a pleasant study of that 
= fascinating of insects, the honey 


From the time the queen leaves her 
toyal cradle the author takes us through 
the entire life cycle of these unbeliev- 
able creatures. How the queen is cho- 
“en, her special diet of “royal jelly,” her 
lask as mother of the family, all this 
8 described as the story unfolds. Mr. 
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Sutherland acquaints us too with the 
other dwellers in the hive; the indolent 
drones who have no father but have a 
grandfather and a mother, and the 
zealous workers who combine the activi- 
ties of harvesters, nurses, builders, 
guards, ventilators, chemists and at- 
tendants to the Queen. 

Observations on the amazing com- 
munity life in the hive, on the intense 
activity of the individual members and 
the spirit of cooperation within the 
family for the welfare of the whole, 
should lead us to a deeper respect and 
love for this miracle of God’s creation. 
In Mr. Sutherland’s study, however, I 
missed that understanding and rever- 
ence for God’s creative power that 
would lead us to such an appreciation. 

Practical points on such topics as the 
introduction of queens and the control 
of swarming are of value to the bee- 
keeper. Photographs are the next best 
thing to actually peering into a hive 
(but no substitute). The book is at- 
tractively edited. 

* * * 


The Land of the English People 
Alicia Street Lippincott, $2.00 


Reviewed by Lucie Stolteben 


In this the newest volume in the Por- 
traits of the Nations series, Alicia Street 
describes the terrain and the people of 
the British Isles. Into 125 pages she 
has attempted to crowd an historical 
and present day picture of the heritage 
and customs of the English from 2,500 
B.C. through the second world war. 
Mrs. Street, born in Wakefield, Mich., 
married an Englishman and adopted 
England as her homeland. She writes with 
one purpose, to make American youth 
not only understand England, but also 
love the country as she herself does. It 
was all, however, just a little too much 
for this reviewer’s mid-western self. No 
doubt the Union Now enthusiasts will 
consider it required reading in junior 
high classrooms—for her intense “un- 
derstanding of England,” certainly not 
for the style or sentence construction. 
tr * * 


Heroes in Plenty 

Theodora Dubois Doubleday, $2.00 
Toni, an English boy who had been liv- 
ing in America during the blitz was re- 
turning home when his ship was bomb- 
ed. He was saved, sent to a German 
camp, then farmed out to a German 
family to be educated properly. 


To Toni’s great joy, the German 
family prove to be anti-Nazis—in fact, 
underground workers, so that every 
moment in their home is lived danger- 
ously. In helping a British aviator to 
escape Toni is nearly caught and is 
obliged to leave the country hurriedly. 
He encountered many difficulties, but he 
finally reached home. 

The story is adventurous and excit- 
ing. It gives an interesting picture of 
German family life and it brings out 
the fact that not all Germans were 
Nazis. 

Very good for boys and girls 10-14 
(junior high age). 


—T. ON. 
% 8 
High Take at Low Tide 
Grace A. Robbins Rinehart, $2.00 


A brother and sister find profitable ad- 
venture when they gather sea moss 
along their native Massachusetts coast. 
The valuable properties of this rare 
moss provide adequate funds to pay off 
family debts, and there’s a lot of fun 
and plenty of thrills to boot. A pleasant 
story, with a certain brightness and 
gladness about it, that will surely in- 
terest boys and (especially) girls in 
their early teens. 


—R. B. 
te * * 


“Spotted” 
Spoonhandle 
Ruth Moore Morrow, $2.75 
Reviewed by Theresa O’Neil, New Eng- 
land teacher and book critic. 


To begin with, this book has an allur- 
ing jacket. It pictures a typical Maine 
lobsterman’s shack, a _ wavel-lashed 
dock, and a boat tied up. Across the 
bay is a rugged little island topped by 
Maine’s pointed pines. I’m sure that the 
jacket will sell many copies. 

The story is as real as the jacket. 
Ruth Moore is undeniably a native. She 
knows her state and its people, with 
their hard-headedness, their salty hu- 
mor, with a veritable tang of the sea 
in their make-up. Willie and Hod, the 
central characters, are unusual. Both 
know what they want in life. They 
want peace of mind, and complete in- 
dependence. Regardless of the villagers’ 
wagging tongues, the two brothers es- 
tablish themselves on an island, working 
when they please, and pleasing no one 
but themselves. In a money-mad world 
they are refreshing. This idyllic exist- 
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ence continues until the coming of Ann 
Freeman, a village girl who had been 
living in New York. She, too, was seek- 
ing peace of mind and a place of refuge 
in which to do some writing. (She’s a 
typical rapidrise authoress, found large- 
ly in fiction.) Hod and Ann, with simi- 
lar ideals, naturally gravitate together. 

The village characters are excellently 
drawn. They are robust, occasionally 
profane, smug, selfish, and completely 
intolerant of outsiders — except those 
who have something to offer. Hod and 
Willie are a pleasant contrast to their 
relatives and other townsmen. The two 
brothers will not sell their property at 
any price—to the chagrin of those who 
wished to put the town upon the sum- 
mer-resort map. They are perfectly con- 
tent to have the town off the map. 

There is also a juvenile delinquency 
problem thrown in for good measure, 
and this situation is well handled. The 
author knows boys as well as adults. 

Miss Moore writes vividly and well. 
She would probably not relish the com- 
parison but she evokes the same sense 
of hominess that Joseph Lincoln does in 
the best of his Cape Cod stories. But 
there is a difference. I cannot recom- 
mend the book for younger readers 
because of one moral slip. 

Joseph Lincoln wrote for a God-fear- 
ing and conventional group who would 
not condone moral lapses. Miss Moore 
is writing for the generation that takes 
the lapses for granted. If her immoral 
episode were part of a great plot or a 
great conflict it might be necessary and 
it might be explained, but it occurs at 
the end of the story and it is necessary 
neither to plot nor to character develop- 
ment. It is an example of mere casual- 
ness, with the modern “think nothing 
of it” attitude, and thus spoils a pleas- 
ant tale. Fr. Talbot, late editor of 
America, used to refer to such books as 
“spotted.” This book, unfortunately, 
has but one spot, and that is an inerad- 
icable one—and I ended by thinking 
“What a pity!” 

sf * * 


Intermediate Grades 
The Adventures of Prince Leandro 


J. A. Rickard Beechhurst, $1.25 
Gathering inspiration from Latin-Amer- 
ican folk tales, J. A. Rickard has writ- 
ten a book of simple adventure in the 
manner of Hans Christian Andersen and 
the Brothers Grimm. 


ny 


The exciting travels of the young 
Prince Leandro, his horse and his dog 
are written in the best fairy tale tradi- 
tions, with a touch of 20th century 
modernism. The illustrations are whim- 
sical sketches in warm red-brown, drawn 
to resemble wood-cuts. Both the story 
and pictures will appeal to the delicate 
workings of a child’s mind. 


—L.S. 
x 8 


Boys and Girls 
—I10 to 14 


The Beginning Was a Dutchman 

Ilsa Mitchell D M, $2.00 
When the Sykes family purchased a 
small Dutch boat, they expected to en- 
joy their holiday trip on the Grand 
Union Canal, but instead, they found 
themselves being pursued by a man 
with a brown beard and evil eyes. A 
secret formula is involved. Spies, pur- 
suit, and capture of the children all 
ensue. It adds spice to the tale, but to 
me the best parts were the home and 
house-boat life of the family, told in a 
light vein, with a very British type of 
humor and with typical British discus- 
sions and allusions. The canal trip— 
passing through the locks, skimming 
past picturesque rural towns, stopping 
for Mass at a wayside chapel, meeting 
odd personages on the various barges— 
all seemed more important than the spy 
plot. 

The pen and ink sketches add noth- 
ing to the story. 

The book would be of interest to an 
average junior high school pupil. 

—T. O’N. 
* * * 


On the Spiritual 
Side— 
A Primer of Perfection for 
Everybody 
James Meyer, O.F.M. Fr. Herald Press, $1.50 
Whisperings to God 
Stephen Sweeney, C.P. Author, $1.50 
Reviewed by Mary Dehey, The 
De Sales Library, Lafayette, Ind. 


While the title, A Primer of Perfection 
for Everybody, evokes respectful inter- 
est, the treatise so named will hardly 
serve the needs of lay people. And for 
them, chiefly, the book appears to have 
been intended, though much that is to 
be found in it would indicate that the 
author had in mind Religious also— 


specifically, members of the Third 0p. 
der of St. Francis, both Regular ang 
secular. But certainly Religious, having 
their Rule for guidance, and having 
moreover, a wealth of spiritual litera. 
ture at their disposal already, cannot 
stand in need of a “Primer” in which 
quite elementary notions—such as the 
fact that sin (particularly mortal sin!) 
constitutes an obstacle to Christian per. 
fection—are belabored. 

Lay folk, on the other hand, if they 
are the beginners in the way of per 
fection, the author principally aimed to 
benefit, are entitled to something a 
persuasive as succinct, which the pres. 
ent “Primer” unfortunately is not. True, 
the volume contains helpful, practical 
counsel. But then other spiritual writ 
ings (an Introduction to the Devout 
Life, for instance), have long since em- 
bodied such counsel, and with classic 
grace and distinction. What justifics 
tion can there be for offering the publi 
an ineffectual book, in which faulty 
sentence structure, and discrepancies, or 
lacunae, between underlying thought, 
and mode of expression, at times actual. 
ly obscure, instead of clarifying, th 
theme of Christian perfection? 

* * x 


Rather unusual, and definitely 
perior, is Whisperings to God. Agree 
ably mis-titled, this work is neither 
prayer book, nor, officially, a medite 
tion manual. Instead, it is a collectio 
of spiritual “nuggets of knowledge’”— 
pointed, pithy paragraphs of genuine 
theological lore; such paragraphs aptly 
captioned; and each one concrete, it 
telligible and appealing. Emanating 
from St. Gabriel’s Retreat House, Dut 
more, Pa., this little book has fittingly 
been dedicated to the Immaculalt 
Mother of God, “(Queen of Retreats.” 

Whisperings to God is certain 
prove a boon to many persons whi 
living harried, distracted lives, hung# 
for just such spiritual nutriment as i 
author offers them. One bespeaks i 
this volume a wide circulation. 

* * * 


Everyman’s F aith 
Christianity 
Joseph H. Fichter, S.J. Herder, $2" 
Reviewed by J. M. Lelen, Ph.D. — 


We have here the panorama of B 
Bible; a kaleidoscopic view of all @ 
tenets of Christianity; a manua® 


theology written in English for lay@™® 
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of all sorts. Not only is such a publi- 
cation acceptable, but just at this time 
itis very opportune. 

Secular knowledge is daily being dif- 
fused and popularized, and the spirit of 
inquiry is fostered everywhere. People 
want to know and if possible obtain a 
reason for all things. They would like 
to know what Christianity stands for; 
and whether we are able “to give a 
reason for the Faith that is in us.” 
With such conditions surrounding them, 
ignorance of their Faith would be little 
short of criminal. They should learn 
their religion—become its apostles, and 
make life, word, and work, all stand 
as the best evidence of the divine origin 
of that Faith that is theirs. 

In the present volume they will find 
the sound core of the whole science of 
theology clearly, succinctly outlined in 
an interesting and instructive manner. 

* * * 


To Lead Men to 
Christ 
All You Who Are Burdened 

Martin J. Scott, SJ. Kenedy, $2.00 
Condensed from Review by Barnabas 
Ahern, C.P., S.T.L., Professor of Sacred 
Scripture, Passionist House of Studies, 

Chicago. 

This book is timely—now and forever. 
It ministers the comfort and strength 
of eternal truth to men burdened with 
the cares of a war-weary world... . 
Father Scott reviews once again the 
fundamental principles of Christian 
apologetics. In his own simple, clear 
style, the Jesuit apologist marshalls 
those explanations and arguments which 
lad men to Christ most shortly and 
directly. . . . 

To substantiate the Christian claim, 
the author first reviews summarily, yet 
conclusively, such basic postulates as 
the reality of spiritual values, the nature 
and destiny of man, the existence and 
mature of God. He also discusses the 
Ptobative force of miracles, the truth 
of the Gospels, the claims and char- 
acter of Jesus. 

This popularization of the apologetic 
agument has a message both for Cath- 
lic and non-Catholic alike. The first 
will find in it a fresh presentation of 
the basic truths of Faith. The non- 
Catholic will find a clear, forthright 
tration of the Christian claim, 
ut the least strident note of an- 


The Saint With a Smile 


Mystic in Motley 

Theodore Maynard Bruce, $2.50 

Reviewed by Rev. Joseph Kirk, 
Loras College 

This is the biography of St. Philip Neri, 
the happy man of God of sixteenth cen- 
tury Italy. A distinct personality com- 
bining the attraction of culture and 
manners, and the compulsion of sanc- 
tity; his influence for good was felt in 
Renaissance Rome and his work con- 
tinues today in the Congregation of 
the Oratory that he founded. 

In Rome where he lived most of his 
life, St. Philip was truly the saint with 
the smile. His sense of humor and often 
fantastic actions drew men to him and 
he brought them to God. Here was a 
man akin to St. Paul who would be a 
fool for Christ, and a spiritual brother 
of G. K. Chesterton in the idea that a 
Christian should be essentially a happy 
person. 

St. Philip lived close to God, often 


wrapped in ecstasy and contemplation. 
His path to holiness was through hu- 
mility which was the source of his won- 
derous sense of happiness and joy. Here 
is a formula for sanctity that will be 
new to many readers who doubt the 
compatibility of humor and holiness. 

Interestingly presented is the account 
of the saint’s life in Rome, his teaching, 
theological studies, receiving of holy 
orders, work as a confessor, the found- 
ing of the Oratory and his contacts with 
figures of the day ranging from the 
Papal Guards to the Holy Father. In- 
cluded as well are examples of his “ec- 
static humor” and the jests that de- 
lighted all Rome. 

Mr. Maynard writes with his usual 
easy grace of this saint whom Arch- 
bishop Ullathorne called “the most ex- 
traordinary being of whom we have any 
account.” There is sympathy and art in 
this portrait of a holy man of God lov- 
ingly introduced to present day readers. 





Curriculum for 


Catholics 
Guiding Growth in Christian Social 
Living: Vol. II 

Sister M. Joan, O.P., and Sister 

M. Nona, OP. Cath. U. America, $4.00 
Reviewed by Sister M. Teresa Fran- 
cis, B.V.M., Ph.D., Chairman Board of 
Education, Sisters of Charity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, Dubuque, lowa; 
dean of women, Clarke College; profes- 
sor of education, Midwest Branch of 

The Catholic University of America. 
Guiding Growth in Christian Social Liv- 
ing, Vol. III, planned by the Commis- 
sion on American Citizenship for the 
seventh and eighth grades of our Catho- 
lic elementary schools, aims to bring 
about peace and unity in society through 
the development of intelligent Christian 
men of character. Sister Mary Joan, O. 
P. and Sister Mary Nona, O.P., work- 
ing under the direction of Msgr. Fred- 
erick G. Hochwalt, developed the cur- 
riculum according to the plan of the 
late Msgr. George Johnson. 

It is not a syllabus nor a course of 
study, but it is a curriculum. And it 
includes, therefore, all the guided ex- 
periences of the child under the direc- 
tion of the school: those “experiences 
which with the assistance of divine 





grace are best calculated to develop in 
the young, the ideas, the attitudes, and 
the habits that are demanded for Christ- 
like living in our American democratic 
society.” 

Part I is the same in all three volumes 
of the series. It states clearly what is 
meant by Christian social living and 
how the child should live in the home, 
the school, and the community. The 
curriculum, centered around specific sit- 
uations that the child will meet, teaches 
the child to live “as Christ would have 
him live.” 

Part II, “Directing t'e School Pro- 
gram Toward Christian Social Living,” 
endeavors to give the child the heritage 
of the race in the fields of human 
knowledge. The program is organized 
according to grade levels and school 
subjects in somewhat larger units of un- 
derstanding than is customary. 

The role of the teacher is to enliven 
the written program by guiding the 
activities of the learner. The child ac- 
quires an understanding of his duties 
and responsibilities in family and com- 
munity life, in civic and international 
life. The attitudes and appreciations 
which the child will develop are in part 
the obligation of the teachers in their 
handling of the curriculum. 

Part III is a skillful handling of the 
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administrative aspects of teaching. Sec- 
tions are devoted to School Assemblies, 
the Safety Patrol, and the Parent- 
Teacher Conferences used to evaluate 
the child’s progress. Suitable material 
here includes illustrative units worked 
out by authorities in the special fields. 

The excellent article on the School Li- 
brary is a “must” for all associated with 
the school. Written by Richard James 
Hurley, president of the Catholic Library 
Association, it answers the who, when, 
where, and why of the Catholic elemen- 
tary school libraries from the right use 
of which result “better students, greater 
scholastic attainment, wider reading, 
easier teaching for the faculty, a bond 
of interest with the home, a school ra- 
diating the apostolate of the book.” 

If and when the Catholic elementary 
school provides the experiences planned 
in the text Guiding Growth in Christian 
Social Living, then by the grace of God 
better men will bring better times and 
ultimately establish the Christian social 


order. 
* * * 


Capital of Music 


Legend of a Musical City 

Max Graf Phil. Lib., $3.00 
The author of this musical memoir of 
Vienna, now an exile in this country, is 
considered one of the great musicolo- 
gists of Europe. The present book con- 
stitutes an invaluable document, not 
only of the personalities of those who 
made Vienna the musical capital of the 
western world, but also of the breadth 
of the author’s scholarship and experi- 
ence. 

There is much, however, that is es- 
sentially wrong with a work of this sort. 
Even if we ignore the horrendous con- 
structions of many passages in favor 
of the real power of other passages; if 
we do not take too seriously the as- 
sorted biases of the author; if we can 
remain unconfused by its unresolved 
dichotomies and conflicting generaliza- 
tions; there is still grave doubt in our 
mind of the validity of the work. Dr. 
Graf has been called the first critic to 
“psychoanalyze” music—which means 
that he has equated the study of music 
qua music to the study of the biograph- 
ical conditions that operated to preci- 
pitate that music. And that, I think, is 
not good. 

True, every snippet of information 
about an artist’s landscape contributes 
to an accounting for his idiom. But are 


£ 


we any closer, when in control of bio- 
graphical determinations, to a true eval- 
uation of his art? Just as literary 
criticism, by becoming genetic, somatic, 
geographical, social, moral, political— 
anything but literary—has misplaced 
its “ontological situs” until, as Nor- 
man Foerster says, we have countless 
scholars who are “rich in lore but can- 
not read,” hasn’t music criticism also 
confused the highly dubious “apprecia- 
tion courses” and “adventures among 
masterpieces” with the absolute aes- 
thetic content of the art itself? (I’m 
only asking.) 

For example, what does it profit us 
to learn that Bruckner wore homespuns 
from the hinterlands, that he was per- 
mitted Pentecostal transports, or en- 
joyed roast pork and cabbage, or was 
involved in a bitter and, from the side- 
lines, very enjoyable squabble with 
Brahms, if we do not know Bruckner’s 
music? What was it actually that re- 
volted Brahms? We may be sure that it 
was not his homespuns nor his mysti- 
cism (Brahms wept at his funeral, so 
near his own). Why is it that, as Paul 
Lang says, “Bruckner fills Americans 
with boredom”? It was not the shape of 
his head (most Americans never saw it, 
though it looked like the head of a 
Caesar). It is something in his music 
—and music, child of the arts, has no 
extra-tonal reality. 

Matthew Arnold said that there are 
only three ways of looking at literature 
(and by extension all art)—the per- 
sonal, the historical, or the real. Only 
the real, I think, possesses critical au- 
thority, for it alone is premised on ob- 
jectivity, the essential condition for in- 
ducing value-judgments. And that is 
where Dr. Graf, privileged though he 
was in his personal associations with the 
masters, falls down. But that he was so 
privileged, and that he has graciously 
shared that privilege with us through 
his writings, we less fortunate ones 
should be sincerely grateful. 


% wh & 
At Home with Music 
Sigmund Spaeth Doubleday, $3.50 
America: “. . . Although Dr. Spaeth has 


published twenty other books on music, this 
one might be called a summing up... . 
a very well arranged book, pleasingly informa- 
tive on all phases of music from its historical 
beginnings to the modern jazz and swing age 
. . . illustrated with a series of beautifully 
colored pictures of the great masters, taken 
from the unique Magnavox collection. . . .” 


Victor Book of Musical Fun 
Ted Cott S&S, $1.50 


A compilation of musical quizzes, cartoons, 
anecdotes, and games which should prove to 
be of great effect in putting over a successfyl 
party at home, in keeping growing youngster 
close to home and phonograph at night, and 
in entertaining oneself in private. Answers to 
the quizzes—and the questions are not too 
easy—are kenneled in the rear. The cartoons, 
humorous without vulgarity, add to the gener- 
al fun, and the musical quotations provide 
good practice in sightreading. If you are a 
“platterbug” or have one among your friends, 
this is the book for you. (Note: A platterbug 
is a lover of recordings.) 


Gregorian Chant 
Andrew F. Klarmann Gregorian Institute, $2.50 


Orate Fratres: “This new book on the chant 
fulfills quite adequately the claim it makes in 
its Introduction: it is ‘a practical commentary 
on all the features of Gregorian chant, with 
special attention given to the principles of 
rhythm as proposed and formulated by the 
monks of Solesmes’... ” 


* * w 


Poetry 


Golden Book of Catholic Poetry 
ed. Alfred Noyes Lippincott, $3.50 
Reviewed by Raymond F. Roseliep, jre- 
quent contributor of poetry to Spirit, 
Catholic World, America, The Tidings. 


Poetry which is salutary, serviceable 
and Catholic in the sense that it yields 
to the “community of spirit,” repre 
senting “not chaos but cosmos,” is the 
standard set by Alfred Noyes for the 
material of this anthology. The more 
than 350 poems, culled from the time of 
Chaucer to the present time, with some 
translations and a supplement of tribt- 
tary poems by non-Catholics having 4 
fundamental Catholic thought, are prac 
tically all good poems, in varying de 
grees. . . . Many will wonder, however, 
at the compiler’s representation of poets 

For example, Gerard Manley Hopkias 
is allotted only three poems (one of them 
the minor “Rosa Mystica”); Liond 
Johnson is allowed one (“Friends 
which is a lesser work); Leonard Fe 
ney, S.J., is among the missing, alot 
with Thomas Merton, James L. 
Clifford Laube, Sister Therése, Sist# 
Maura, and other stout-hearted “cot 
vent poets,” and a militia of those 
appear in Spirit, the discriminating % 
gan of the Catholic Poetry Society @ 
America; whereas Cardinal Newman bis 
seventeen poems, Sister Maris S 
twelve, and Noyes, nine. 

The introduction to this aggregatit 
of Catholic and English poems is criti 
ally perceptive. Noyes has done 4 goat 
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thing in behalf of Henry Adams, not 
only by including his hardly known 
poem, “The Virgin of Chartres,” but by 
his acclaiming it to be “among the 
greatest, perhaps itself the greatest in 
American literature.” Sketchy biograph- 
ical notations would have given the vol- 
ume a real reference value. 

The Golden Book is, in spite of these 
several objections, a rich and sound col- 
lection. It will stand shoulder to shoulder 
with the anthologies of Thomas Walsh, 
Shane Leslie, Theodore Maynard and 
Joyce Kilmer. 


Forty Religious Poems 


Initiate the Heart 
Sister M. Maura, S.S.N.D. Mac, $1.75 


Reviewed by Elizabeth Odell 


Initiate the Heart is a collection of forty 
poems by Sister M. Maura, S.S.N.D., 
instructor in the Department of Eng- 
lish at the College of Notre Dame in 
Maryland. Divided into three sections 
according to general subject matter, the 
poems, some of which may already be 
familiar to many readers, show a some- 
what cryptic, but not barren, not un- 
lyrical gift. The life-theme running 
through them all is stated in the title 
poem, which appropriately sets the tone: 

Initiate the heart to change 

for it is wiser so 

accepting the splendor of the hour 

white with clematis or snow. 


But, far from a merely stoical accept- 
ance of chance, Sister Maura’s poems 
are marked by a calm certainty, a slow- 
ness almost, like the eternal rhythm. 
Although she speaks of common things 
—a strawberry patch, a nun working in 
a garden—she is concerned with them 
basically as a reflection of the Divine 
purpose. Her stanzas, therefore, many 
of them terse statements of truth, are 
also lighted and warmed by faith’s 
quickening glow. Celebrating the un- 
changing, deep, yet discoverable nature 
of beauty itself, her songs are a lovely, 
a tenuous, yet unbreakable flight of 
Words outside of time. 


x * ® 


The Bridge: Poems 1939-1944 
Ruth Pitter Mac, $1.50 


Theodore Maynard in the Catholic World: 


“... a remarkable book of poems... in 
every one of its separate items and .. . in 
the totality of its effect... 

“... A few more such poets in place of 
the mountebanks on the one hand and the 
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twitterers on the other, and poetry would be 
rescued from its present disrepute.” 


The Nature of Poetry 
Donald A. Stauffer Norton, $3.60 


New York Herald Tribune: “ ...a model 
of careful, highly competent and infectious 
presentation. . . The book can be summarized 
in one sentence: Poetry is exact, intense, sig- 
nificant, concrete, complex, rythmical and 
formal . . . value of the book lies in the 
crisp, assured illustration of these seven top- 
Siew” 


Wisdom for Welfare 
Sister M. Dolorita, S.S.N.D. Bruce, $2.00 


Paul H. Hallett in The Register: “ ...a 
dramatic poem presenting the chaos and mis- 
ery caused by loss of faith and pointing the 
way to peace and eternal happiness. . . ” 


* * w 


Child-Woman 


Wildwood 

Josephine Johnson Harper, $2.00 
Josephine Johnson, young Missourian 
who awoke ten years ago to find herself 
famous by virtue of her unforgettable 
Now in November, has produced an- 
other work of haunting beauty—this 
time a novelette entitled Wildwood, 
with the kiss of death upon it from the 
first page to the last. 

A feminine version of Anne Parrish’s 
Poor Child, the story concerns an awk- 
ward, sensitive, undeveloped adolescent 
girl who is adopted by a pair of whited 
sepulchers—the owners of the sepul- 
chral estate “Wildwood.” She longs to 
be loved and needed, but discovers in- 
stead the hideousness of “charity with- 
out love,” and finally yields to com- 
plete mental and physical dissolution, 
amid the Victorian trappings of the 
home she has just inherited. 

Wildwood is certainly not cheerful 
fare, but it is a poignant and incisive 
account of the tragedy of unoriented 
adolescence. It has qualities of crafts- 
manship and perception that would 
place it with the works of art were it 
not for the meagerness of its material, 
the non-vitality of its characters. 


yr @ © 


War and Peace 
The Gospel of Peace 
Rev. John J. Hugo 
Cath. Worker Penny Press, 25c 


Reviewed by Daniel T. Mitchell 
Father Hugo has covered the problems 
of war and peace more fully and with 
more depth than have a host of late 
commentators. Drawing heavily from 








the teachings of Scripture and the Doc- 
tors, he describes the essential elements 
of peace in terms of the real peace, “the 
union of all the appetites within the 
soul in possession of the true good,” 
which is in God alone. Social peace is 
dependent upon the inner peace of the 
individual. 

All too often confused with the real 
peace, and more often sought without 
reference to the inner peace, social peace 
comes about when there is a union of 
wills and desires of a number of indi- 
viduals or groups who seek together 
something which they recognize as good. 
This good must take into account the 
real peace found in Christianity, and it 
comes about as a result of the opera- 
tion of the inner peace of the soul. 

The Gospel of Peace is bound to be 
a bit dissatisfying. The conditions neces- 
sary for a just peace are hard, if for 
no other reason than that they are de- 
pendent upon an oppressed and con- 
cupiscent individual. ' 

The book is a practical personal man- 
ual, and it contains much helpful mate- 
rial on the questions of war and peace. 
It is an antidote for a thousand edito- 
rials and radio commentaries. 


w * * 
Simplicity 

“In a recent allocution, Our Holy 
Father, Pope Pius XII, said that the 
continuance of a Christian civilization 
in our world is dependent on the resto- 
ration of three things to society: Sim- 
plicity, Purity, and Humility. .. . 

“Simplicity is the virtue opposed to 
Duplicity, as Purity is to Lust (modern 
‘love’), and Humility to Pride. .. . 

“To be simple as the Church under- 
stands the terms is to be the same in- 
side and outside, yesterday, today, and 
tomorrow; and everywhere. . . . 

“. . Honesty and truthfulness are 
the flowers of simplicity and moral 
courage is the nourishment that gives 
it energy... .” 


The Voice 
oa od te 


For too many of us life is something 
passed in an urban hive or herd, a 
thoroughly secularized, despiritualized 
routine, with the good, the true, and 
the beautiful being what is right up- 
to-date and mass-produced, whether it 
be food or ideas. 

—John S. Kennedy in the 
Catholic Transcript 
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REVIEW EXCERPTS * COMMENTS x* RATINGS 


Review excerpts are reprinted without prejudice to any reviewer, publisher or author. 


The following are among the more important books of a 
general nature recently published. Title, author, publisher 
and price is shown, followed by one or more pertinent review 
excerpts from leading publications, or by Comments or 
Ratings or brief descriptions furnished by members of our 
own Staff. 

These pages are therefore useful as a sort of current 


Abbreviations used: E—Excellent + 
C-I—Current Interest + H.S.—Satisfactory for High 
School *« TFA—Too Far Advanced * A—For Adults 
DM—Doubtful Merit - WR—With Reservations - YJ 
Unfavorably reviewed or regarded + O—Offensive & 
Objectionable + DIS—Disapproved + REC—Recom 


F—Favorabk 


catalog. 


The Adventures of Wesley Jackson 

William Saroyan HB, $2.75 
The Catholic World: “.. . All in all, this re- 
mains an undistinguished book. . . .” 


All God’s Children 

Armond E. Cohen Mac, $1.50 
The Witness, Dubuque: “. . . Rabbi Cohen 
seeks to explain the Jew, eternal enigma, to 
the Christian world. . . . While All God’s Chil- 
dren serves as a succinct fact handbook, it is 
at the same time a plea for racial tolerance, 
and a strong one at that, which will not in 
any way compromise the Christian. . . .” 


America on Trial 

Clement H. Crock Wagner, $2.00 
Dominicana: “.. . in a series of discourses, 
shows how the Catholic Church and the 
United States are the forces that can give a 
lasting and just peace to a prostrate world. 
. . . there is shown the ‘parallel aims’ of the 
Church and the United States, of the Pope and 
the President in such comparisons as: the 
Bible and the Constitution; the Vatican and 
the White House; the Cross and the Flag. 
. . . the use of parallels . . . may be a source 
of confusion. . . . author states that the Con- 
stitution of the United States is modeled after 
that of the Dominican and Jesuit Orders. 
This is a highly debatable point and should 
not be passed on as a fact until proved... .” 


The American 

Howard Fast DS & P, $3.00 
Chicago Daily News: “It is interesting that 
wherever the novel becomes doctrinaire, it be- 
comes weak.” 


Sat. Review of Lit.: “. 
satisfactory study. .. .” 


. . another extremely 


Edward Nugent in The Catholic World: “... 
this novel is like a cleansing wind sweeping 
through the listless literary forest of present 
day America.” 


John S. Kennedy in The Catholic Transcript: 
“. .. reads like an irrefutable argument for 
collectivism. The implication . . . is that the 
true, representative American is the man who 
finds the whole American system inherently 
evil and turns to socialism as the panacea... .” 


Paul Kiniery in The Commonweal: “The Re- 
actionaries, stupid to a man, never fail to 


mended * REV—Reviewed » MSO—Mature Students Only 
FIO—For Information Only. 


“Howard Fast has used Peter Altgeld of 
Illinois and his relation to the Haymarket 
trial in 1886 to emphasize the unfairness prac- 
ticed by the rich toward the poor... . 

“. . . Altgeld, while governor, became very 
interested in the case, sifted mountains of evi- 
dence, issued a clear pardon to the three men 
who were still in jail, and stated flatly that 
the men were innocent and should never have 
been imprisoned. . . . 

“. . . The obvious implication is that the 
common man can expect no justice until the 
rule of the proletariat is achieved. . . . 

“. . . it is one more example of grist for 
the communist mill resulting from reactionary 
policies, and Howard Fast has made the most 
of his opportunity.” 


Harold C. Gardiner, S.J., in America: “.. . 
a very bad novel. Even if we grant that all 
his facts and their interpretations are exactly 
as he says, it is still bad. . ... Every working- 
man in these pages is a serious, granite-faced, 
sturdy-hearted subject of oppression by the 
bankers, industrialists, tycoons, politicians, 
who are, in turn, unanimously sleek, crafty- 
eyed, callous and corrupt. . . . 

“. . . America has never had an honest 
election, at any rate since the days of Jeffer- 
son; the politicians have owned everything, 
including the pulpit. . . . every politician 
(including the hero) cannot talk a single 
sentence without oaths. .. . 

“One thing must be said for the author. . . 
his talents have long been developing in the 
direction which comes out here quite clearly. 
. . « He emerges in this book as our top 
party-line pamphleteer.” 


Belgium 

ed. Jan-Albert Goris U. of Calif., $5.00 
Robert A. Graham in America: “... A com- 
pilation . . . of twenty-eight contributors . . . 
smoothness of presentation and a minimum of 
overlapping. . .. 

“. . . It does serve the purposes envisaged 
by the General Editor of this United Nations 
Series which is dedicated to the task of mutual 
understanding among the Allies.” 


Even Time 
Bell Timson 
Marguerite Steen Doubleday, $2.75 
Time: “.. . Mrs. Timson is an abortionist. 
She is also the heroine of Margaret Steen’s 
successor to her best-selling The Sun Is My 
Undoing. . . . Readers may wish for a literary 


Mrs. Timson who would stop novels of this 
kind from coming into the world.” 


The Bells of ‘St. Mary’s 
George V. Martin G&D, $in 


The Sign: “. . . Enthusiasts for Leo Me 
Carey’s screenplay won’t want to miss this 
novelization of it... .” 


The Best of Science Fiction 

ed, Groff Conklin Crown, $3.0 
Entertaining, but rather misleading. Conch. 
sions should not be accepted without stron 
reservations. 


Best Sermons, 1946 
ed. G. Paul Butler Harper, $2.15 


Henry G. J. Beck in The Commonweal: “Out 
of 5,674 manuscripts submitted, the editor 
and his advisory committee have compile 
this annual which comprises 52 sermons by 
as many clergymen of 18 denominations. ... 
Of the discourses . . . three set forth a Jewih 
and nine a Catholic view . . . in the main th 
Catholic parochial pulpit passes without rep 
resentation. .. .” 


The Boy I Left Behind Me 
Stephen Leacock Doubleday, $2.0 


Robert E. Holland, S.J., in Thought: “... 
title fits the matter well, but not the mann 
of relating it, nor yet the attitudes and psy 
chology on which the manner depends. Thes 
are not the boy left behind (but they are mot 
of the book); they are rather the witty sa 
into whom the boy grew and developed, ani 
who just cannot help teaching still, no matte 
how much he avers he disliked being # 
‘teacher.’ It is pleasant to sit to him.” 


Latin-America 


Blood in the Streets 

Albert C. Hicks Creative, $2.5 
Leo J. Trese in The Commonweal: “ .-: 
Since it is admittedly propaganda, it must bt 
judged as propaganda, not as biography. # 
judging, it would seem that Mr. Hicks’ boot 
suffers from two defects. First . . . the heat 
his own righteous indignation . . . His pictut 
emerges from these pages with no m0 
reality than that of a horror character ia! 
comic book ... second . . . lack of docume 
tation. . . 

“ _ . . The book is a good short-course # 
Latin-American politics.” 
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The Bretons of Elm Street 

Harietta Ripperger Putnam, $2.50 
Sister M. Loyola, R.S.M., in The Witness, 
Dubuque: “. . . down to earth without being 
earthy, fundamental without touching the 
seamy side of realism. . . . Freddie and Charles 
are typical American boys whose pranks are 
more irritating than malicious. . . .” 


Brewsie and Willie 

Gertrude Stein Random, $2.00 
The Saturday Review of Literature: “...a 
kind of recording, with the mutations through 
which art transcends simple reporting, of the 
conversations of G.I.’s as they talked in Miss 
Stein’s apartment in Paris and when she vis- 
ited them in troop centers... . 

“With Brewsie as a kind of Mr. Bones, the 
answer man, and Willie the lowest common 
denominator, the stubborn anti-intellectual, 
these two and the others range restlessly and 
widely in their discussions of America and 
Americans . . . voices in the dark. . . .” 


Time: “. . . Many of them sound as though 
they had ‘been fabricated by —- 
babies in a precocious nursery. 

Objectionable, cheap vulgarity. 


The Bridge of Years 
Mey Sarton Doubleday, $2.75 
William A. Dowd in America: “.. . the period 


between the two World Wars in the experi- 
ences of a Belgian family. . . . Without being 
heavy or depressing, the story gives a good 
insight into the distressful situation in Europe 
during these years. . . . Many of the natural 
virtues shine resplendently . . . but their in- 
adequacy is revealed when the fresh advance 
of the German military might sweeps away 
all that had been so laboriously built up dur- 
ing the years. . . .” 


Britannia Mews 

Margery Sharp LB, $2.75 
Harold C. Gardiner, S.J., in America: “. . 
This is pleasant enough reading if you are not 
looking for spiritual motivation behind actions 
and can evaluate one immoral situation (not, 
however, offensively detailed) more justly 
than the characters in the story do.” 

See Review. BOM Club. 


Buried Stream 

Ernest Brace HB, $2.50 
Francis Downing in The Commonweal: “Mr. 
Brace is concerned here . . . with one side of 
our middle class . . . which used to be seldom 
ere Reieeaye i, 6: Rests. So te 


“But these people are a large part of our 
society . . . acutely aware of their own back- 
founds . . . possessed by tortuous minds. . . 
undiminished introspection . . . fundamentally 
timid and uneasy . . humbly proud of their 
” accomplishments, but they have no van- 


“How David Rayney is led to leave his 
wife, his relations with another woman, with 
& young communist, his befriending a young 

» are not matters for review. . . 


Burma Surgeon Returns 
Gordon S. Seagrave Norton, $3.00 


Francis X, Curran in America: “.. . the au- 
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thor brings up to date the story recounted in 
several previous volumes, most notably in 
that best seller of a few years ago, Burma 
Surgeon. The present volume is the record of 
the Seagrave Unit, the mobile medical unit 
formed under the command of the author, 
during its long stay in India . . . contains 
many interesting anecdotes about members of 
the multitude of races and nations brought by 
the fortunes of war to that remote corner of 
the globe... .” 


Caribbean: Sea of the New World 

German Arciniegas Knopf, $3.75 
James MacGregor Byrne in The Common- 
weal: “ . it is the contrasts and similari- 
ties between the freshly painted Caribbean 
foreground and the rich backdrop of Euro- 
pean pageantry and tradition which most 
fascinate the author. .. . 

“.. . @ most informative and entertaining 
book and, whereas its primary aim is merely 
to present a fast-moving panorama, never- 
theless, as in any good history, the student of 
political and social morals will find in it much 
to ponder.” 


The Charity Ball 
Jessie Scott Mac, $2.75 
John S. Kennedy in The Sign: “.. . If old 


Mrs. Benedict is something of a fairy tale 
ogress, the youngsters in this enjoyable novel, 
alternately amusing and affecting, are the real 
article, natural and authentic in thought, 
speech and action. The author performs the 
not inconsiderable feat of looking at life 
through their minds and eyes and thus pro- 
ducing a refreshing narrative. .. .” 
See Review. 


A College Program in Action 

Report of Committee on Plans Columbia, $2.00 
A review of working principles and policies— 
by faculty members. Interesting to educators. 


Companions on the Left Hand 
George Tabori HM, $2.75 
Max Fischer in The Commonweal: “...A 


remarkable analytical talent is wasted in this 
depressing nihilistic story. The author thinks 
that all idealistic efforts of man are just a 
masquerade for his material aims which change 
with the changing times; he does not know 
that there are absolute values in the world of 
ours and that the past is not only judged by 
the most recent of events, but by eternity.” 


Concept of the Corporation 

Peter Drucker Day, $3.00 
The Saturday Review of Literature: “... 
Unhappily, the bulk of what he has written 
is theoretical and does not derive directly from 
his observations in Detroit. . . . 

. .. He found . . . that big business is tol- 
erable only when paralleled by and associated 
with small business. The chief defect of big- 
ness . . . executives can be trained and re- 
cruited only from small business. . . . With- 
out small business big business cannot sur- 
vive. ... 

“The corporation must, if it is to survive, 
square itself with the basic beliefs of the 
“  ,. . What Drucker has to say about fore- 
manship, industrial training, trade unionism, 
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training for industrial responsibility, work 
incentives, and so on, is often incisive and 
illuminating. The context within which he 
encloses these helpful remarks is, however, so 
confused and at times so dubious in meaning 
as to render it almost impossible to sort out 
the useful from the trite and erroneous. The 
difficulty is probably . . . that Drucker at- 
tempted to provide his economic doctrine with 
a philosophical framework, a task for which 
he obviously lacks competence. .. .” 


Death’s Old Sweet Song 

J. Stagge Doubleday, $2.00 
Crime Club murder story. Mediocre, Un- 
objectionable. 


Detroit Is My Own Home Town 

Malcolm W. Bingey Bobbs, $3.75 
Leo J. Trese in The Commonweal: “. . . per- 
haps it is unjust to look for social conscious- 
ness in a book which is avowedly one of 
personal memoirs. It follows the usual pattern 
of human interest tales concerning The Great 
Men I Have Known. . . . not a history of 
Detroit or a panorama of Detroit. . . . it is 
Mr. Bingay’s Detroit that is under examina- 
tion. It is a small segment of the whole, but 
a colorful and an interesting one... .” 


Dew on Jordan 
Harold Preece and Celia Kraft Dutton, $2.50 
Anne Fremantle in The Commonweal: “.. . 
a very absorbing and well presented study of 
the various Baptist sects in and around the 
hills of North Carolina, Tennessee and eastern 
Texas. Some of the tales are almost too grim: 
. Yet there is much powerful writing, and 
more excellent recording, in this volume. . . . 
Whilst it misses being a truly serious study 
of American folk-faith, it succeeds in being 
a book no future De Toqueville will dare 
miss.” 


Dickens, Dali and Others 

George Orwell 

Studies in Popular Culture 
Charles A. Brady in America: “Mr. Orwell is 
a man we Catholics ought to get on reading 
terms with. . . . He is what Chesterton used 
to call the good agnostic, and what Mr. Lewis, 
in his latest novel, casts in the shape of 
McPhee, the virtuous skeptic. . . . He is that 
tonic thing among Left Wingers, a man who 
applies his healthy skepticism to his own col- 
lectivist theories, has savagely lampooned the 
Soviet in Animal Farm... . 

“Orwell on ‘popular culture’ has well nigh 
no peer in contemporary criticism. . . . He 
makes a particularly grave charge against 
much recent American detective fiction and 
the threepenny ‘Yank Mags,’ shipped to 
Britain, in crumpled state, as ballast, of which 
a few ‘go in for straight pornography, but 
the great majority are — plainly aimed at 
sadists and masochists’. . 


The Dungeon 

Christopher Burney DS&P, $2.00 
John S. Kennedy in The Catholic Transcript: 
“.. .@ young English officer’s summary of, 
and commentary on, his experiences and ob- 
servations while held prisoner by the Nazis 
in Buchenwald. . . . To call the Nazi methods 
bestial is a slur on beasts. . . . 


R &H, $2.50 
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“ . . as the number of prisoners grew, 


the SS, in charge of the camp, handed over 
most of the running of the place to the Ger- 
man Communist prisoners. These willingly co- 
operated and aped, if they did not exceed, 
their warders in abusing the rest of the 
prisoners. . . . Any strong and able representa- 
tive of a non-Communist or anti-Communist 
political persuasion was sure to be liquidated 
by the Red Prisoners... . 

“. . . a thoughtful and enormously dis- 
turbing book. . . . not the most pleasant or 
most entertaining . . . but it must rank high 
in importance, for it may show the shape of 
things to come.” 


Economic Liberalism and Free Enterprise 

Benjamin L. Masse, S.J. America, $0.25 
America: “. .. a concise study of the com- 
ponent elements comprising our industrial situ- 
ation. . . . a penetrating analysis of the social 
encyclicals. . . .” 


Education for Rural America 

ed. Floyd W. Reeves U. of Chicago, $2.50 
America: “...In the summer of 1944 there 
was held at the University of Chicago a 
Conference on Education in Rural Communi- 
ties. The papers read at that conference, to- 
gether with an introductory chapter by the 
editor, constitute the present work. . . . It is 
the outcome of a sincere desire to discuss 
critically and with some comprehensiveness the 
problems facing rural education... .” 


The English Way 

Pierre Maillaud Oxford, $3.75 
Henry Rago in The Commonweal: “. . 
Maillaud had lived as a Frenchman in England 
for fourteen years when he wrote The English 
Way... .a book which would be distinguished 
whatever the circumstances of the author... 

“The content of this book is impressive. 

. . M. Maillaud sees England as a French- 
man sees it, not as an Englishman sees it. . 
His perceptions are .. . delicate. . . 


Escape in Passion 

Jules Romains are - 50 
Virgilia Peterson in The Commonweal: 
it is sad to see so bold a plan as M. on 
Romains conceived in the series of books 
called Man of Good Will slowly petering out. 

“... as in The Wind Is Rising published 
last year . . . the author brings us no nearer 
to the center of the storm. 

“ . . it is almost inescapable to conclude 
that the light which M. Romains was to have 
shed upon his times, already guttering, will 
fail.” 


Time: “. . . encyclopedic chronicle of French 
National life. . . . 400-odd characters . . . dull 
going.” 

Not recommended. 


Experiment in Germany 

Saul K. Padover DS & P, $3.75 
Paul Kiniery in America: “. . . Padover, 
well known for his works on Thomas Jeffer- 
son, served as an American Intelligence Offi- 
cer in the Psychological Warfare Division . . . 
followed the fighting men .. . attempted to 
learn as much as possible about Germany. . . 

2, . With a minimum of interpretation, 


. In general 
. are none too optimistic 


Padover presents that story . . 
the conclusions . . 


. . the author seems to advance with ap- 
proval the thought that the Catholics and the 
Communists possess more in the form of a so- 
cial conscience than any other groups in Ger- 
many . .. Apparently he sees nothing in- 
compatible between atheistic Communism and 
Roman Catholicism. .. . 

. The Germans apparently want to be 
led; upon that leadership depends the future 
peace of the world.” 


Individual Behavior 


Facing Your Social Situation 
James F. Walsh, S.J. Bruce, $2.75 
V. Herr, S.J., in America: “. . . a straight- 
forward presentation, from the scholastic point 
of view, of the basic concepts of social psy- 
chology. The author stresses situational effects 
on individual behavior rather than the reverse. 
. The author wisely points out, in contrast 
to so many other scientific writers who treat 
of the limitations set by our environment, that 
unless a person has definite principles of con- 
duct to guide him in the various situations, he 
will make blind adjustments. ... . He is es- 
pecially to be commended for his definition of 
Catholic culture . . . for his vindication of 
something more than selfish motives ‘for going 
to church’ . . .; for his delicate handling of 
the problem of authoritarian regimentation, 
the war ‘instinct,’ and the functions of the 
church and school... .’ 
See Review. 


The Fever Bark Tree 
M. L. Duran-Reynals Doubleday, $2.75 


Hugh S. Taylor in The Sign: “This story of 
malaria and of the remedy, quinine . . . ranges 
from the death of Alexander the Great . . . in 
323 B.C. down to World War II. . . . The first 
record of the fever bark tree from South 
America we owe to an Augustinian monk, 
Calancha, in 1633, . . . for centuries the ground 
bark was known as the Jesuit’s Powder. ... 

“The book can be enjoyed by any educated 
person and is, potentially, a great movie 
tie... «7 


Florence Ayscough and Amy Lowell: 
Correspondence of a Friendship 
Ed. H. F. McNair U. Chicago, $3.75 


The Commonweal: “This pretty piece of book- 
making is devoted to the working correspond- 
ence between Amy Lowell and her co-worker 
in translating classic Chinese poetry into ca- 
denced English verse. . . . should be regarded 
as a real contribution to understanding be- 
tween cultures... .” 


G.B.S. 90. Aspects of Bernard Shaw’s 
Life and Works 
ed. S. Winsten DM, $3.00 


Saturday Review of Literature: “On the sur- 
face, this remarkable anthology . . . written 
by twenty-four distinguished Englishmen, an 
American, and a Chinese, bears the trade- 
mark of a communal enterprise, a somewhat 
labored epithalamium. . . . But in the essays 
on most of the aspects of Shaw’s life and work 
from his boyhood to his scenario writing, he 


emerges shining. . . . They are, on the whole, 
amazingly well written, witty, urbane, and 
filled with a kind of transmuted ardor.” FQ 


World Affairs 


The Great Globe Itself: A Preface 
to World Affairs 

William C. Bullitt Scribner, $2.75 
America: “.. . asserting that the United States 
is the only power which can prevent humanity 
from being thrown into a new, and perhaps 
final, destructive war. Mr. Bullitt is extremely 
outspoken as to the source of danger: the 
Soviet Union. ... 

“  . . the Soviet Union, imbued with im- 
perialistic communism, is on the offensive, 
while democracies are in retreat, not because 
of their material weakness, but because of a 
tragic impotence and indecisiveness to stop 
the Soviet aggression. ... 

“The ultimate goal of Soviet dictatorship, 
says the author, is world conquest for com- 
munism. The Russian people themselves, for 
whom Mr. Bullitt has a genuine admiration, 
are helpless. . . . 

“ . . Russia’s population is steadily grow- 
ing . . . Great Britain and France .. . rapidly 
declining. .. . 

“Mr. Bullitt declares that the Soviet and 
American philosophies of life are incompatible. 
One has to destroy the other... .” 


Rural Life 
God Made the Country 
Edward T. Booth Knopf, $2.90 
Depicts the charms of country life through a 
series of critical essays; which, however, al- 
though recognizing spiritual values, reflect con- 
fused concepts appraising “moral leaders.” 


Government 


Government Against the People 
Asher Brynes DM, $3.0 


Waldemar Gurian in The Commonweal: “The 
sentence ‘There are as many kinds of police 
as there are kinds of Government’ indicate 
the topic of this book. . . . contains mud 
information. Brynes has read many books 
which are not widely known. His work ha 
also the great merit of calling attention to the 
connections between internal and external pol- 
icies. . . . in many respects very imperfect, it 
suffers from lack of clarity, as well as from 
an insufficient development of sociological 
analysis; the historian will raise his eyebrows 
at some passages, but nevertheless, it is a most 
stimulating work, full of suggestions and im- 
plications....” ~- 


Honolulu Story 
Leslie Ford Scribner, $2.0 


Light, unimportant, unobjectionable fiction. 


Horizon Stories 
Cyril Connolly Vanguard, $2.0 
Anne Fremantle in The Commonweal: “Hott 
zon, the English literary monthly . . . is grow 
ing up, and . . . the editor, Mr. Cyril “Connolly 
wae put together twenty of the shot 
stories that appeared during Horison’s fit 
seven years. . 
eT writers in this Horizon collection 
are like Pharisees carefully dirtying their hand 
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_which . . . is as idle as washing them, for it 
isnot by their hands that men are foul.” 


The Humanities and the Common Man 
Norman Foerster Chapel Hill, $1.50 


Dominicana : . . another protest against the 
tankruptcy of present-day higher education 
wd an attempt to propose a solution. .. . 
adequacy of the remedy he proposes might be 
questioned . . . does not seem to think that 
religion has any worthwhile contribution to 
make in moulding the complete man... . Mr. 
Foerster’s standards are still a bit too relative 
to be entirely satisfactory... .” 


“ 


The Housatonic: Puritan River 
Chard Powers Smith Rinehart, * .00 


David Burnham in The Commonweal: 
predominantly a history of ideas, nr he 
considers to have had a unique importance 
here... . @ battleground between the Lord of 
Ideas and the Devil of Greed, with the former, 
generally speaking, the ultimate victor. .. . 

“,. Mr. Smith’s approach is frankly moral- 
istic. The ‘Puritan’ of the book’s subtitle he 
wes not in its strict, sectarian meaning but as 
an antonym to secular materialism. Material- 
ism may have a bad (interest in getting rich) 
ora good (interest in the physical health and 
comfort of others) aspect; but either aspect is 
opposed to the tradition of rural integrity and 
idealism which, beginning with the first settle- 
ments at the mouth of the river in 1639, the 
ancestors of the present Yankee farmers grad- 
willy established northward throughout the 
Housatonic valley. ... 

“New England has never quite forgotten 
that in the old days it was a separate conti- 
nent.” 


Imperial Venus 
Edger Maass Bobbs, $3.00 


Astory of the family of Napoleon, and more 
particularly of his youngest sister Pauline, 
who, says R.R.S. in Extension magazine “was 
purely pagan in her desires, so that any biog- 
mphy or novel (no matter how wonderfully 
witten) which concerns itself with her is 
mything but spiritual reading. Adult.” 


Raymond Gram Swing 


Inthe Name of Sanity 
Raymond Swing Harper, $1.00 


A radio commentator argues for understanding 
Russia. Briefly, the argument seems to be that 
we know we have no designs against Russia, 
but Russia doesn’t know it, so we must re- 
wunce our archaic concept of sovereignty and 
give up the A-bomb; or, otherwise we will 
be creating fear, and fear brings war. 

Worth reading, but with many, and strong 
teservations. 


Book-of-the-Month ‘Club 


Independent People 

Halldor Laxness Knopf, $3.00 
john S. Kennedy in The Sign: “.. . bleak, 
‘“onful, ironic. . . . The view of capitalism, 
f the co-operatives, of political democracy, 
itd of religion taken in this book is that of 
the propagandist. All are discredited, and it 
8 broadly, if briefly, hinted that there is but 
me alternative... . 


“There is a crudity about the work, a 
naturalistic approach to human relations, 
which suggests identification of people with 
the animals looming so large in the mind and 
the life of the peasant.” 


Says Time: “.. . a two-part sermon on the 
sins of capitalistic Iceland and the blessings 
of Marxism . . . done with broad epic touches 
and special political intent. 

“|. . The preaching becomes a harangue 
only at the end.” 


Harold C. Gardiner, S.J., in America: “.. 
it is dumb, animal-like tenaciousness; . . . ut- 
terly devoid of hope. . . 

“... as he records it, . . . among the peas- 
ants of Iceland there was a belief in a 
malevolent fiend, whom they called Kolumkilli. 
This, according to legend, was originally the 
Irish monk Columcille, who is supposed to 
have brought Christianity to the island. To- 
gether with the debasement of the Christian 
saint into the fiend of superstition has gone 
the debasement of any meaning to life. With 


life’s meaning nil . . . this . . . cannot be a 
great book.” 
Ivy Gripped the Steps 

Elizabeth Bowen Knopf, $2.50 
Riley Hughes in America: “From 1941 to 


1944, while she was in London at work on 
a novel, Elizabeth Bowen would from time 
to time write a short story at a magazine 
editor’s request. A dozen of these ‘wartime, 
none of them war’ stories go to make up 
(this book). ... 

“Among the most subtle and finished 
writing yet to come out of the war, these 
‘resistance-fantasies’ bring into focus the 
counter-warfare of the beleaguered personality 
in search of ‘indestructible world’. ..” 


Kappo Phelan in The Commonweal: “To- 
gether with Evelyn Waugh, I imagine there 
is no major English novelist whom readers 
this side of the war will have been more 
anxious to trace than Elizabeth Bowen... . 
While Miss Bowen confesses to some psycho- 
logical puzzlement as to her stories’ content 
. . one does not find that she has fallen 
into the great error, a confusion of the sub- 
conscious with the supernatural... .” 


Justice and the Social Order 
Emil Brunner Harper, $3.00 


J. Edward Coffey, S.J., in America: “.. . the 
work of a Swiss Protestant jurist and clergy- 
man. . . . Read as pure ethical principle and 
application, the little work succeeds. . . . The 
philosopher’s diagnosis is deft and satisfying. . . 

“But the ‘realistic’ Protestant theologian 
persists in intervening, tentatively, with opti- 
mism severely restrained. . . . We look in 
vain, of course, for the remotest reference to 
the historic Christian economy of remedial 
and sanctifying grace. .. .” 


Light from the Ancient Past 
Jack Finegin Princeton, $5.00 


“The Archeological Background of the 
Hebrew-Christian Religion” 
The author is respectful religiously. Catholics 
can’t agree with all statements. 
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The Light of Stars 
Evelyn Voss Wise Bruce, $2.50 
John S. Kennedy in The Sign: “...a gentle 


novel, instinct with appreciation of the priest- 
hood and discerning in the situation which it 
posits at the start... . a Going My Way sort 
of story, with greater spiritual awareness and 
implications. However, it wears thin as it ad- 
vances, and becomes episodic, for a fine theme 
is somewhat superficially and sentimentally 
treated and suggests contrivance rather than 
growth. More edifying than illuminating, The 
Light of Stars will be pop’ 
See Review. 


Lincoln’s Other Mary 
Olive Carruthers Z-D, $2.50 


Time: “.. . Historians have made great mat- 
ter of Abraham Lincoln’s unhappy marriage 
to Mary Todd. . . . Carruthers has expanded 
the few known facts about Lincoln’s other big 
moment, Mary Owens. In doing so, she has 
wound fact into such a mess of taffy prose 
that there is no tasting the original flavor of 
the personalities. . . . Historian R. Gerald Mc- 
Murtry .. . retells the unadorned facts in an 
‘appendix’ which is almost as long as and far 
better than Olive Carruthers’ novel... .” 


Taylor on Russia 


Men and Power 
Henry J. Taylor D M, $3.00 


Thomas Mahoney in America: “Mr. Taylor 
was a war correspondent for the Scripps- 
Howard papers . . . he interviewed numerous 
important men and had the opportunity of 
watching various systems of government in 
operation. 

. Taylor’s conversation with His Holi- 
ness and the one he had with Professor Salazar 
seem to have impressed him the most. . . . his 
opinions of Franco and Goering are not very 
flattering. ... 

“. .. it is when he speaks of Russia that 
he appears . . . to be on his strongest ground. 
Fear, he finds, is Russia’s biggest defect. It 
‘permeates and pollutes the power system from 
top to bottom’....The logical conclusion of 
the course Russia is now pursuing is a war 
which can only bring disaster to her... .” 


No Better Land 
Laban C. Smith Mac, $2.75 


America: “. . . one of the most refreshing 
and altogether satisfactory novels to appear 
in a long time. Its characters are decent hu- 
man beings, its locale a Wisconsin farm, the 
time 1906. ... 

“Tt is a relief, when surfeited with novels 
glorifying crime and perversion, and peopled 
with neurotic, amoral victims of controllable 
‘urges,’ to meet this sane, God-fearing family. 
Even Atlant, Abel’s daughter, and George, her 
fiance, know their sins to be sins and feel both 
shame and remorse. It is unfortunate that the 
author includes so much mance fy in the con- 
versation even of the youngsters. . 


Emerson Hynes in The Commonweal: 
somehow the story is flat. Perhaps Mr. nin 
is too faithful a reporter of externals . . . he 
shies away from any deep or sustaining theme 
. . in his honesty Mr. Smith has written a 
depressing story; nobody is very bad, but 
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there is little of perennial value shining in 
anyone or anything. . . I'd favor anyone en- 
couraging Laban Smith to do another.” 


No Time for Tears 

Lora W. Hughes HM, $3.00 
Case history of a country nurse. Definitely 
adult—with reservations. 


Needs Some Expurgations 
Our Own Kind 

Edward McSorley Harper, $2.50 
William A. Dowd in America: “Though freely 
sprinkled with vulgar and profane expressions, 
this story of Irish-American life in Providence, 
Rhode Island, shows strength, vigor and a 
deep understanding of many phases of human 
experience. It leans toward the austere or 
seamy side. ... 

“About it all there is an air of practical 
Catholic life, not lived in its perfection, but 
holding on gamely to the faith and its main 
practices and being sustained by it.... 

*... this first novel holds promise of power 
that needs only to be tempered in expressing 
the sordid or unseemly.” 


Post Stories 

Intro. by Ben Hibbs Random, $2.50 
A collection of Saturday Evening Post stories. 
Catholic World: “.. . The average reader 
will agree that these 450 pages give fairly 
good proof of the editor’s thesis that a story 
does not have to be dull or incomprehensible 
to be good.” 


The Reasonable Shores 

G. B. Stern Mac, $3.00 
Rather beautiful novel featuring adolescent 
problems. Suitable for general readers. 


Red Morning 

Ruby F. Frey Putnam, $3.00 
Semi-historical novel—Colonial period—Ohio 
Valley. Somewhat profane and suggestive. No 
great merit. 


Rhubarb 

H. Allen Smith Doubleday, $2.00 
Time: “...a novel about .. . a large yellow 
alley cat called Rhubarb . . . which falls heir 
to a fortune. 

“Much of Rkubarb’s humor has the delicate 
bouquet of a subway rest room. ... 


Saturday Review of Literature: “.. . it never 
quite comes off . . . quite dull . . . more than 
often unnecessarily vulgar. ...” 

(Two previous books are also objection- 
able.) 


Labor Problems 

Spotlight on Labor Unions 
William J. Smith, S.J. DS&P, $2.50 
Augustine P. Hennessy, C.P., in The Sign: 
“Well-known as a zealous promoter of adult 
education on social matters . . . Father Smith 
needs no introduction to those familiar with 
progressive thought in Catholic labor circles. . . 
“... There is a rare balance of judgment 


running through his book as he dwells on such 
the inherited prejudices of manage- 


as 
the Communist element in the CIO, the 
or a of the PAC, the reluctance 
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of AFL officialdom to stamp out notorious 
racketeering. 

. Father Smith’s solution to the labor- 
management conflict lays stress on education 
and cooperation: each group must become 
conscious, not only of the other group’s rights, 
but also of its own duties. .. . At times Father 
Smith writes with the trenchant familiarity 
of a man on a soap-box who has achieved 
perfect contact with his crowd. But his habit 
of overworking alliterative phrases will be 
found annoying by some of his readers.” 


Stalin 

Stalin 

Leon Trotsky Harper, $5.00 
The Catholic World: “Only two-thirds fin- 
ished at the time of Trotsky’s assassination, 
this book reflects much credit on the editor 
who has completed it from pages and notes 
that Trotsky left behind. . . . readers will 
get from the book valuable contributions 
towards a true picture of the present head 
of Russia. . . . a ruthless dictator whose 
policies are not modified by ethical considera- 
tions or democratic sympathies. .. .” 


Farming as a Business 


Success on the Small Farm 

Haydn S. Pearson Whittlesey, $3.00 
The Saturday Review of Literature: “... It 
makes no pretense at being anything but a 
practical handbook for beginners at farming. 

. full of sound sense and practical sug- 
gestion. There are even spots of spirited 
writing. ... 

“ .. he says, a man can make a good living 
on ten or twelve acres. He has no patience 
with the school that speaks of farming as ‘a 
way of living.’ It is a business, he says, and 
as such it should provide the farm family 
with the home conveniences of city living, 
with money for recreation and education. . . . 
The city man who intends . . . to make his 
living on the land, will find . . . invaluable...” 


Then and Now 

W. Somerset Maugham Doubleday, $2.50 
The Catholic World: “... one will get from 
these pages a highly distorted impression of 
sixteenth century Italy... . 

“As always Mr. Maugham is highly imagi- 
native. His narrative is reminiscent of the 
coarse tales of Rabelais and Boccaccio; and 
every reference to religion is equivalently a 

. . » he thinks any stick, however crooked 
or dirty, is good enough to beat a pope with. 
How unfair he is will be plain enough to any- 
one who glances at the article on Alexander 
VI in the Catholic Encyclopedia.” 


John S. Kennedy in The Catholic Transcript: 
“. . . It breathes a chilly, fetid cynicism, 
mocking at morals, the dullness of decency, 
and religion. It states directly a philosophy 
of life consisting chiefly of sneers at rectitude 
and exclusive regard for mean self-interest... .” 


Two Worlds 

William B. Ziff Harper, $3.00 
David Bulman, C.P., in The Sign: “. . 
Briefly stated, Mr. ‘Ziff contends that the 
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British system is moribund. The United 

to save itself in the future world, must coy 
to be the dog wagged by the British tail, Ty 
greatest emergent power is Soviet Russia, by 
nature antagonistic to our democratic mon 
and by nature ever more expansive. Time my 
in Russia’s favor, against ours... . 

. Mr. Ziff contends that before oy 
power wanes, there are but two courses vig} 
vis with Russia: war, and that’s unthi 
or regional federation of nations, and this 
sane, sensible, and urgent. 

“Undoubtedly many exceptions could ay 
will be taken to not only the thesis but § 
many of the interpretations that support 

. a healthy note of unimpassioned realig 
is struck....” 


Pioneer Socialist 
William Morris, Medievalist and 
Revolutionary 

Margaret R. Grennan King’s Crown, $2.8 
Joseph J. Reilly in The Catholic World: “,,. 
Morris was not only a poet, a craftsman ,,, 
but a convinced and outspoken socialist wh 
for many years dedicated time, talent, av 
unrivaled energy to the cause of social refom 
The hatred he came to feel for modern civil 
zation was the inevitable growth of his 
stinctive love of the Middle Ages and ly 
passionate sympathy for his fellows. ... 

“|. . The joy in labor which he discoven# 
for himself he desiderated for the countls 
slaves of a mechanized existence who forme 
the mass of Englishmen... .” 

“In his Utopian schemes Morris yielded » 
place to Catholic Christianity but an impo 
tant one to craft guilds which he consider 
genuinely democratic in spirit. . . . Unemq 
in its research, lucid . . . stylistically d& 
tinguished, this book is an example of creatin 
scholarship at its best.” 


Insulting 


A World to Win 
Upton Sinclair Viking, $3 


Latest instalment of the “Lanny Budd” = 


" John C. Cort in The Commonweal: 


People who should not lightly be ence 
have said that previous volumes have bet 
fairly readable. Frankly, it seems hard to & 
lieve. . . . Upton Sinclair is not a good writ#. 
. » » has no sense of style and a poor s# 
of humor; his characters are either unbelier 
able or uninteresting. . 

. he goes out of his way to be highly 
insulting to Catholics and Catholicism.” 


Proverbs 
A World Treasury of Proverbs 
ed. Henry Davidoff Random, $i 
A compilation from 25 languages arrange 
under subject headings. 


Fiction 
Writing Fiction 
August Derleth The Writer, Inc., $# 
A chatty and rather disorganized treatmell 
by the prolific Sac Prairie yarn-spinner, with 
a bit too much on the subject of August Dé 
leth. Best section: tales of mystery, imagilt 


tion, and horror. 
—Riley Hughts 


See 
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Christianity 

Joseph H. Fichter, S.J. Herder, $2.50 
The Commonweal: “. . . concerned with the 
great verities of faith . . . concise and aca- 
demic . it will require more than a little 
thought in the reading.” 


#ar785 Il 


Creative Love 
C.C. Martindale, S.J. S & W, $1.00 


Dominicana: “.. . has charity as its theme, 
moving from the most simple considerations 
of the love of God to the most sublime. 
Centered on the Passion and Death of Christ, 
the talks are at once brilliant and penetrating. 
Vision and insight into the Gospel text, the 
integration of the jJetters to the Churches in 
the Apocalypse into the development of the 
theme, and the incorporation of contemporary 
giritual tensions and problems into the con- 
text of charity, make this thin book the occa- 
sion of recurring spiritual delight. It is excel- 
nt for meditation during a day of recollec- 
tion or a retreat... . Fr. Martindale has never 
preached so effectively.” 


Fook ois 
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The Kingdom of Jesus 
Kenedy, $3.00 
The Sacred Heart of Jesus 


2 


Kenedy, $2.00 
St. John Eudes 


America: St. John Eudes . . . besides being the 
founder of a congregation of men (popularly 
known as the Eudist Fathers) and of the 
Sisters of the Good Shepherd . . . was, in the 
words of two Pontiffs, ‘the Father, Doctor and 
Apostle of the devotion to the Sacred Hearts 
of Jesus and Mary, and the author of its 
liturgical worship’....The Kingdom of Jesus 
treats of the nature of the Christian life and 
supplies chapters on fundamental virtues, exer- 
of piety and prayers for various occa- 
sions. The Sacred Heart of Jesus is a series 
of essays and meditations and contains the 
Mass, Office and Litanies composed by the 
wint,. . . the solid dogmatic basis of these 
tevotional works, so free from careless senti- 
ment and cloying pietism, has stood the test 
of time.” (Both are translations.) 
See Review. 


Mariology 
Matthias Joseph Scheeben Herder, $2.50 


America: “The chapters . . . dealing with the 
Blessed Virgin constitute his most original and 
most important contribution to theology. . . . 
taken from a recent Flemish translation . 
but this has not marred its faithfulness to the 
. .. the most serious shortcoming . . . 
Sits lack of facility in English idiom. Many 
upressions, translations of words and sentence- 
forms are too Germanic. . . . The scientific 
theologian will always have to ponder the 
original text. . . . 

“Despite these shortcomings . . . an admira- 

Work... .” 
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Marriage and the Family 
Edger Schmiedeler, O.S.B. McGraw-Hill, $1.80 


fva J. Ross in The Sign: “.. . a textbook 
specifically for use in Catholic high 
courses. . . . which helps Catholics to 
wilize the Church’s sound philosophy of 
Matriage and family life. . . 












BOOKS ON TRIAL 


“. .. will be found useful by young mar- 
ried people and those about to be married, 
especially if they approach the subject as 
members of a study club... .” 


Meditation on the Passion 
Anon.; Intro, by Reginald Walsh, O.P. 


Newman, $3.75 
The Sign: “... The method followed . . . is 
that of Saint Ignatius Loyola. . . . Whoever 


wishes to meditate . . . will find abundant 
material full of unction in this book... .” 


Most Worthy of All Praise 

Vincent P. McCorry, S.J. McMullen, $2.00 
Henry Willmering, S.J., in America: “In six- 
teen short conferences, Father McCorry holds 
up the diamond of the religious life to the 
light of practical experience and lets its many- 
colored hues shine forth. 

Religious are the brightest ornaments of the 
Church, but they are also the sharp instru- 
ments of God for making precision tools. .. . 
The conferences are directed primarily to re- 
ligious women, but the applications are for the 
most part equally suited to religious men. 
Every topic is handled in a fresh and humor- 
ous manner, and has a point which no one 
can overlook. . . . The author concludes with 
the wish that his efforts will make at least one 
nun happier here in this valley of tears... . 
exhilarating and stimulating book.” 

See Review. 


Mother’s Manual 

A. Francis Coomes, S.J. QW, $0.50 
Designed for mothers and expectant mothers, 
this revised edition has proved its value and 


popularity. 


Paradise Hunters 

W. Kane, S.J. Herder, $3.00 
The Commonweal: “... summary of Chris- 
tian doctrine regarding the problems of human 
conduct .. . well written and organized, but 
its high level of generality makes it difficult 
to see who, exactly, would be helped by it.” 


Spirit in Darkness 

Fr. Brice, C.P. Pustet, $3.50 
Pascal P. Parente in The Sign: “...‘A Com- 
panion to Book Two of the Ascent of Mt. 
Carmel,’ is more than twice the size of his 
first book and is a continuation of that same 
work. Both . . . form and... content... 
show a marked improvement. However, the 
very debatable assumption, that this work of 
St. John of the Cross is meant for every be- 
ginner in spiritual life, is carried over from 
Journey in the Night. . . . It seems to us that 
Fr. Brice is a great optimist and somewhat 


of a poet. . . . He looks at human life from 
the exalted position of speculative theology 
exclusively. ... 


“ . . the speculative school . . . in our 
estimation, lacks a very necessary scientific 
element, that of observation.” 


America: “... Fr. Brice has read the works 
of St. John and has absorbed their ideas and 
their spirit extraordinarily well... .” 


St. Paul, Apostle and Martyr 
Igino Giordani Mac, $2.50 
Dominicana: “. . . the firebrand who was the 
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Apostle Paul never quite emerges in his full 
stature. He remains little more than a name, 
or, at best, a figure seen but dimly through 
the veil of the author’s verbiage and guide- 
book-like descriptions. . . . fairly detailed and 
accurate account of the life and missionary 
labors of the Apostle of the Gentiles. The 
author has adhered closely to the New Testa- 
ment sources. The settings which he gives for 
the Epistles . . . and the summaries of the 
Epistles themselves are not without consider- 
able value. .. .” 


Straight from the Shoulder 
Rev. Thomas J. Hosty Bruce, $1.50 
The Sign: “.. . These talks are crystal clear 


and possess a directness and sincerity. .. . 
They deal with typical problems of high- 
school boys and girls—charity, purity, confes- 
sion, prayer, vocation, and the like. The book 
is well ordered. ...” 


See Review. 
They Knew Christ 

PF. J. Mueller Bruce, $2.00 
The Priest: “.. . Though he does not ro- 


mance, Father Mueller digs his characters out 
of solid type and gives them reality and per- 
sonality. He has made them live, not as 
shadowy background figures, but as real people 
who lived and laughed and argued and 
schemed and sinned and hated and loved. 
. . . The reader meets these saints and 
sinners and meets them informally. It is in 
this that the book most succeeds where many 
books on scriptural topics fail—it is readable.” 


The Cowl: “... The purpose is praiseworthy, 
and the author succeeds to a notable extent.” 


Claude Dubuis, Bishop of Galveston 

L. V. Jacks Herder, $2.50 

Biography of first Bishop of Galveston. 

. . « More than the story of one man’s life— 
its setting is the confused panorama of Indian 
raids, homesteading, drought, yellow fever, 
mass immigration and Civil War. . . . When 
Bishop Dubuis arrived in Texas he found at 
Galveston only three priests and a little church 
made of boards, at San Antonio only four 
walls blackened by the years. When he re- 
turned to France in 1882 he left behind him 
50 priests, 40 churches, 12 academies for 
women, one college, two charitable institu- 
tions, and a Catholic population of 25,000 
souls. 

. . . Dr. Jacks has added another chapter 
to what without doubt is the most dramatic 
phase of American expansion. . . . History 
students will also be interested in the author’s 
comments concerning early relations between 
the clergy in the United States and their 
fellow-priests in Mexico. 

—Helene Magaret, Ph.D. 


Counsels to Confessors 
St. Leonard of Port Maurice Newman, $1.50 


Raymond F. Roseliep in The Witness, Du- 


buque: “. . . should find a permanent place 
somewhere on shelves which contain volumes 
of moral and pastoral theology. . . .” 


* * * 
New Books Digest of New York City 
has filed a petition in bankruptcy. 
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KEEPER 
OF THE KEYS 


Thomas McDermott 


The engrossing, smoothly-written biography of Pope Pius XII, revealing his great 


humanity, his piety, and his astute international diplomacy in pages vibrant with 





human interest. The August selection of the Catholic Literary Foundation. $2.50 





THE LIGHT 
OF STARS 


Evelyn Voss Wise 


The story of a great man, a parish priest, loving and at one with his people. “It is 
a Going My Way sort of story, with greater spiritual awareness and implications,” 
—The Sign. The July selection of the Catholic Literary Foundation. $2.50 


AFTER HITLER, STALIN? 


Robert Ingrim 





A penetrating and politically intelligent study of the great European tragedy ex- 
posing the curse of modern times, exaggerated nationalism and its expression in the 
racism of Hitler and the world-conquering aspirations of Moscow. $3.00 


UNCLE GEORGE AND UNCLE MALACHY 


Urban Nagle, O.P. 


These mythical uncles constantly argue about subjects ranging from apple pie to 
the theater, winding up their discussions on some phase of religion. Lots of fun and 
sound philosophy too! $2.50 


ROAD 
FROM OLIVET 


Edward F. Murphy 


A novelized version of the life of Mary Magdalene as she led the early Christians 
to pagan Rome. “Filled with action, splendid scenes, and simple, powerful faith.”— 
Chicago Tribune. The May selection of the Catholic Literary Foundation. $2.50 





At your bookstore. 


THE BRUCE PUBLISHING COMPANY 
409 Montgomery Bldg. Milwaukee 1, Wis. 
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